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Here  is  yet  another  travelogue  by  His  Grace  Mar 
rem — as  interesting,  as  instructive,  and  as  entertaining 
ever;  ’capable  of  vying  with  his  own  joke  books  for 
pularity.  Books  in  these  two  genres  coming  from  the 
thor's  experienced  hand  have  proved  time  and  again 
3ir  ability  to  hold  the  reader  spellbound,  containing  as 
jy  do  a  good  deal  that  is  eminently  quotable. 

Recently  at  Mount  St.  Thomas  in  Kochi  Mar  Aprem 
as  leaving  after  delivering  one  of  his  inimitable  talks, 
a  entrusted  a  copy  of  his  latest  book  of  jokes  to  be 
inded  over  to  His  Eminence  Antony  Cardinal  Padiyara. 
jeing  this  the  Archbishopof  Tellicherry  Mar  Valiyamattom 
marked -Here  is  one 'Joke-man'  searching  for  another 
oke-rhan'.  "  Following  this  this  writer  witnessed  the 
.range  sight  of  many  of  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries 
esent  at  the  function  bandying  joke  after  joke  from  Mar 
prem's  'Joke-books'.  Some  popularity  indeed! 

What  endears  the  author  of  this  travelogue  to  the 
jader  is  the  human  touch  and  transparent  bonhomie  in 
le  Metropolitan's  attitudes  and  actions  in  every  situation — 
e  it  at  the  airport,  the  Synod  hall,  the  Metropolitan's 

alace,  at  a  wedding  or  baptism,  or  in  the  street.  No 

* 

'onder  one  comes  across  many  remote  nooks  and  corners 
f  the  world  where  Mar  Aprem  is  a  household  name. 
/ hile  reading  these  pages  something  of  the  enthusiasm, 
ie  author's  joyful  and  jovial  attitude  to  things  in  general 
without  losing  sight  of  what  is  really  important,  rubs  on 
>  the  reader  also  and  he  follows  the  Metropolitan's 
xploits  with  a  sense  of  urgency  and  excitement. 
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The  matter  of  fact  narrative  style,  with  of  course  th» 
ubiquitous  touch  of  humour  that  makes  all  the  author : 
works  pleasant  reading,  the  quick  procession  of  persons 
events,  and  places  give  the  reader  the  pleasure  that  « 
afforded'by  a  well-written  and  well-produced  play.  A 
the  same  time  crammed  into  these  pages  we  come  across 
much  useful  information  on  the  land  and  people  visited 
on  travel  bargains  (some  of  the  tips  from  this  globe-trottei 
are  Fodor-class),  political  commentary,  local  colour 
fashion  notes,  descriptions  of  social,  economic,  anc 
technological  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  the 
Metropolitan's  previous  visit  to  the  place  under  review- 
and  what-not — and  above  all  information  on  the  state  ol 
the  Assyrian  Church  and  Church  personages.  Memories 
of  even  the  "minor  characters"  in  this  travel'  book--~an 
altar -assistant  here  or  a  girl  presenting  a  boquet  there¬ 
with  their  joys  and  sorrows,  with  their  little  anxieties  and 
pleasures,  with  their  little  acts  of  thoughtfulness  and  facl 
remain  indelible  long  after  one  has  done  with  the  readinc 
of  the  book.  •  • 

The'accounts  of  St.  Simon  Stylite  (and  the  pictures) 
the  trip  to  the  Universal  Studios,  the  breakfast  with  the 
adopted  children,  the  Metropolitan's  Hollywood  advent¬ 
ures,  and  much  more  will  captivate  the  reader's  attention 
But  one  cannot  fail  to  detect  the  undercurrent  of  constan' 
concern  on  the  author's  part  for  the  past,  the  present 
and  the  future  of  the  Church  of  India  of  which  His  Grac< 
is  the  head. 

The  author  s  keen  sense  of  observation  and  attentfoi 
to  the  smallest  detail — whether  it  is  the  price  of  - 
touristcard  or  the  trouble  created  by  tost  baggag< 
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ntaining  your  altar  vestments — contribute  a  sense  of 
ality  to  the  whole  book.  And  the  dramatic,  quick-moving 
.tion  gets  the  reader  fully  involved  even  in  the  affairs  of 
naracters  who  appear  in  the  narrative  for  the  space  of 
st  a  few  lines. 

This  is  the  Metropolitan's  fiftieth  book.  People  who 
low  the  Metropolitan  intimately,  here  or  abroad — more 
iroad  then  hare,  one  feels,  what  with  Mar  Aprem's  thirty 
r  so  journeys  abroad  and  with  his  immense  penchant  for 
arrespondence — are  waiting  with  bated  breath  to  witness 
le  day  when  the  number  of  volumes  from  his  restless  pen 
vertakes  his  years.  That  moment,  1  surmise,  cannot  be 
ery  far  with  two  or  three  books  already  on  the  anvil  in 
lar  Aprem's  58th  year,  and  the  cover  of  the  next  title 
Iready  printed!  Happy  reading. 


)lluf,  20th  Feb.,  1998. 


Qeorge  Menacherq 


PREFACE 


This  is  ny  50th  book.  My  friends  and  well-wisher 
want  me  to  celebrate  the  occasion.  More  than  , 
celebration  I  am  keen  on  improving  the  quality  of  th 
books,  both  in  contents  and  appearance. 

I  have  packed  this  book  with  information  on  my  thre< 
foreign  tours  between  Feb.  96  and  July  97.  Instead  of  om 
book  on  each  tour  I  have  decided  on  a  3  in  1  or  2  in  1 
as  the  foreign  tours  have  become  more  frequent  than  i 
used  to  be.  Earlier  foreign  tour  was  only  once  a  year.  I 
could  spare  time  to  write  a  travelogue  once  a  year,  as 
used  to  write  one  book  on  church  history,  sermons  etc 
once  a  year. 

The  quality  of  the  production  can  be  improved, 
Better  technology  of  printing  by  offset  machine  is 
available  in  India.  But  due  to  my  desire  tokeep  the  cost  of 
the  book  to  a  minimum  possiblethe  books  are  not  printed 
in  glossy  paper  with  multicoloured  photccicphs  cfth 
people  and  the  places  I  have  visited. 

Then  the  question  of  the  language  of  the  book.  No‘ 
because  I  have  the  mastery  of  the  King's  English,  bu 
just  because  I  wish  many  of  the  people  whom  I  owe 
gratitude  for  their  hospitality  during  my  stay  with  therr 
to  understand  only  if  I  write  in  their  tongue.  In  the 
English  Daily  Indian  Express  which  I  read  regularly  the 
following  remarks  are  made  about  the  study  of  English  in 
my  horr.e  state  Kerala  in  South  India.  Express  Week , 
Sept.  27.  1997,  p.  1. 
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"English  language  is  neither  a  boon  to 
celebrate,  nor  a  burden  to  curse.  We  cannot 
underestimate  its  importance  as  the  Queen's 
vernacular,  brought  into  this  land  by  those  who 
suppressed  us  for  centuries. 

We  have  to  accept  it  as  an  international 
language,  give  due  importance  to  its  study  if  we 
wish  to  march  successfully  into  the  21st  century 
hand  in  hand  with  counterparts  from  other  parts  of 
this  vast  nation." 

May  my  books  help  my  readers  to  march  successfully 
)  the  21st  century  with  a  better  knowledge  of  many 
auntries.  American  teenagers  have  created  new 
inguage  with  the  beeper  known  as  pager.  In  the  small 
evice  known  as  pagers  the  digital  display  screen  is 
mall.  One  cannpt  give  long  sentences  for  communication. 
Isually  it  was  ^used  by  doctors  on  duty  in  hospitals, 
he  beepers  give  indications  to  call  their  hospital  as  there 
lay  be  an  emergency  after  the  doctor  had  gone  home. 

The  digital  display  screen  is  small  that  you  cannot 
ommunicate  much  more  than  a  number.  Hence  the  new 
mguage  becomes  very  useful.  Let  us  see  what  the 
senagers  have  developed  as  their  pager  language. 

21  means  I  want  to  talk  to  you  alone 
07  ,,  I've  got  a  secret 

1  ,,  let's  go  for  a  drink 

hen  comes  8.30  to  fix  the  time. 

7-1  means  I  am  late 

776  i„  you  are  really  revolting 
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66 

1492  „ 

let  us  hit  the  road 

let  us  go  sailing  (reminding  Christophe 

Columbus 

0001000 

141 

means 

/  / 

I  am  really  lonely  right  now 

1  am  with  you  on  your  side 

100-2-1 

t  r 

The  odds  are  really  against  you 

8642 

n 

1  am  going  to  get  even  with  you 

10 

9  9 

You  are  perfect 

2-2 

9  i 

Let's  go  dancing 

The  above  information  is  taken  from  an  article  of  thi 
Guardian  News  Service  from  Washington  published  in  thi 
Indian  Express,  dated  Sept.  25,  1997,  Kochi.,  p.  15 

The  same  source  discloses  that  there  are  50  million  pager 
in  the  U.  S.  The  number  of  pagers  in  use  in  India  is  no 
available.  Motorola,  the  biggest  manufacturer  of  thi; 
small  size  device,  gives  advice  on  beeper  etiquette. 

'"Don't  pull  your  pager  out  and  check  it  in  class 
during  religious  service,  or  other  inappropriate  times." 

Arundhati  Roy's  first  novel  had  not  only  the  highe 
advance  paid  to  a  novel  but  also  set  a  record  of  sales 
Within  a  few  months  it  got  selected  for  the  prestigiou: 
British  Booker  Prize.  The  final  was  not  glamourou 
because  several  people  in  England  criticized  the  list  a 
"blindingly  boring." 

This  novel  The  God  of  Small  Things  appeared  in  th 
best  seller  list  of  The  Sunday  Times,  The  New  York  Time 
and  several  other  frontline  publications.  America  is  nc 
generally  generous  with  Indian  books.  Although  Vikrar 
Seth  who  studied  in  California  had  a  phenomenal  succes 
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his  book  The  Golden  Gate,  His  second  celebrated  book 
Suitable  Boy  lost  half  a  million  dollars  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

England  however,  A  Suitable  Boy  was  a  sensational 
:cess. 

Indians  view  these  success  stories  in  different  angles, 
me  think  that  Roy's  success  will  attract  outside  world 
Indian  literature.  Others  think  that  it  is  commercial 
:ks  of  the  publishers  that  made  this  "freak  thing." 

In  India  Vikram  Seth's  A  Suitable  Boy  had  50,000 
pies  sold  in  the  last  5  years.  But  32,000  copies  of 
)y's  The  God  of  Small  Things  were  already  sold  in  India 
six  months  since  the  launching  of  the  book  on  April  5, 
197. 

I  have  not  read  the  book  except  a  few  excerpts 
at  quote  the  opinion  of  critics  that  give  an  insight  of  the 

arth  of  the  book.  "A  well  timed  launch,  a  surfeitof  gush- 
g,.  laudatory  review  and  a  few  well  planned  reading 

ipearances"  account  for  the  success  of  this.  work.  A 
ragraph  from  Express  Magazine  of  the  Indian  Express 
ited  October  12,  1997  is  quoted  below  in  order  to  give 
impse  nto  the  literary  worth  of  this  book.  P.  2. 

One  overwrought  reviewer  felt  the  lush  grasses 
and  vines  in  the  novel  against  her  skin  and  smelt 

the  pickled  mangoes  and  sweet  banana  jam. 
Hmmm . Typically,  many  reviewers  went 

overboard  exulting  about  the  language. ..the  rogue 
capital  letters,  nonesense  rhymes . 

Salman  Rushdie,  the  controversial  Indian  writer  who 

a  fugitive  in  England,  assesses  the  50  yea's  of  writing 
English  language  by  Indian  writers.  He  argues  that  "on 
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Frontline,  August  9-22,  1997,  p.101 

Rushdie's  remarks  about  the  status  of  English  wr.t.nc 
in  India  today  is  correct.  Frontline ,  op.  at  p. 

Indian  English,  sometimes  unattractively  callec 
"Hinglish",  is  not  "English"  English  to  be  sure 
any  more  than  Irish  or  American  or  Canbbear 
English  is.  And  it  is  a  part  of  the  achievement  o 
the  writers  in  this  volume  to  have  found  literan 
voices  as  distinctively  Indian,  and  also  as  suitable 
for  any  and  all  of  the  purposes  of  art,  as  those 
other  Englishes  forged  in  Ireland,  Africa,  the  Wes 
Indies  and  the  United  States. 


India  had  2.28  million  tourists  in  1996.  This  is  the 
highest  in  South  East  Asia.  Nepal  has  the  second  place 
with  less  than  half  a  million  tourists.  The  tourists  i r 

India  spent  3027  million  dollars.  It  is  good  for  Indiar 
economy  to  earn  that  much  dollars.  At  the  same  time  i 

is  cheaper  for  the  tourists  because  they  would  have  t< 
spend  more  if  they  had  purchased  Indian  goods  abroad. 

I  am  grateful  to  Prof.  George  Menachery,  the  editor  c 
the  St.  Thomas  Christian  Encyclopaedia  of  India  who  prove 
his  genius  in  the  f.eld  of  publishing  books  on  Churc 
history  by  his  recent  work  1  he  Nezaramts.  fcr  tek  rc  tin* 
to  write  a  'Foreword'  to  this  book.  My  gratitude  goes  als 
to  Fr.  T.O.  Ignatius,  the  Secretary  of  Mar  Timotheus  Birt 
Centenary  printing  Press  which  printed  this  book  castin 

out  some  printer's  devil  from  the  book  which  I  was  n< 
able  to  detect  in  my  busy  schedule. 
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CHAPTER  1 


Visit  to  Syria 

On  Sunday  12  October  1996  I  took  off  from  Bombay 
6.36  a.  m.  Wespent  3.46  hours  on  flight  from  Bombay  to 
jwait.  Hindi  movie  was  shown  in  the  flight.  We  reached 
jwait  at  10.15  a.  m.  according  to  my  watch.  That 
as  7.45  a.  m.  in  Kuwait.  My  flight  KU  551  bound  for 
amascus  was  to  depart  at  8.35  a.  m.  So  there  was  no 
uch  time  left.  Since  I  had  obtained  a  second  boarding 
ass  that  was  for  KUWAIT  to  Damascus  I  did  not  have 
>  go  to  the  transfer  counter  to  get  the  boarding  pass, 
suallythe  queue  at  the  transfer  counter  had  been  long, 
was  able  to  get  through  the  gate  in  a  short  time. 

After  spending  about  four  hours  in  Damascus  airport 
travelled  to  Aleppo  by  a  smaller  aircraft.  We  were 
ceived  by  Dr.  Syriani  and  others  and  taken  to  the 
isidence  of  Archbishop  Mar  Gregorius  Ibrahim  Hanna 
f  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  where  we  stayed  for  the 
yriac  commission  meeting  of  the  Fro-Oriente. 

On  1  6th  the  Assyrian  students  in  the  University  were 
athered  in  the  residence  of  Bishop  Anton  Audo  of  the 
haldean  Church.  Bishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro  and  myself 
Jdressed  the  gathering. 

On  Thursday  the  1 7th  Oct.  Archdeacon  Geevarghese 
thniel  took  me  to  Hassake  along  with  Fr.  Luis  Zacko  of 
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,e  from  Iraq  to  attend  Pro  Orientr 
pproached  Hassake  our  car  turnec 


book  was  printed  in  Trichur  in  our  Mar  Narsai  Press. 


Hassake 

On  Friday  18th  I  conducted  holy  Qurbana  in  the 
basement  of  our  Cathedral  which  is  incomplete.  It  is  a 
big  and  beautiful  cathedral.  As  there  is  no  bishop  in 
Syria  Archdeacon  Geevarghese  Athniel  is  the 
Administrator  of  the  diocese  of  Syria  which  has  14  priests 
and  about  fifteen  thousand  members.  The  Assyrians 
settled  down  in  the  Khabour  valley  since  1935.  Late 
Malik  Yacob,  son  of  Malik  Ismail  of  Upper  Tiairi  tribes 
was  the  leader.  Different  tribes  live  in  different  villages. 
I  found  almost  all  tribes  there.  Hassake  being  a  town 
has  members  from  all  tribes  living  in  the  villages. 

I  saw  a  name  board  on  the  desk  of  the  Archdeacon, 

I  thought  it  was  his  name  in  Arabic.  When  I  asked  about 
it  I  was  amused  to  hear  that  it  was  neither  his  name  nor 

the  name  of  the  Church.  Instead  it  is  "No  smoking 
please"  in  Arabic.  I  am  happy  that  people  in  the  Arab 

countries  have  started  not  only  to  give  up  smoking  but 
also  to  ask  others  to  save  themselves  from  the  danger  ol 

cancer. 

Archdeacon  is  a  scholar  in  Syriac  and  Arabic.  His 
bookshelf  has  encyclopaedias,  lexicons  etc.  He  does  nol 

speak  English.  Yet  he  succeeded  to  communicate  with 
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I  am  impresed  by  his  interest  in  reading  books 
DUt  our  faith. 


He  presented  me  copies  of  the  two  Thurgama  he 
d  written  for  two  Memorial  days  in  our  Church.  The 
urgama  on  the  Memorial  of  Mar  Sawa  was  written  by 
m  when  he  was  only  a  deacon  in  1962.  He  was  only 
years  old  then.  That  Turgama  began  as  follows. 

Oh  Damhaimnien  (eengee)  b‘  had  alaha  kiana  Kasya 

TUtha  qnome  Aw  a  wavra  uruha  hayya 

The  Turgama  on  the  Memorial  of  Mar  Sargis  and 
ar  Bachus,  martyrs,  was  written  in  1986  after  he 
:came  a  priest.  The  last  stanza  of  this  22-stanza-Turgama 
as  follows. 

Tav  Shma  limtha  (esnga)  dmakhiz  bgalya  Shlieha 

mqadsha 

Mathai  Makhsa  had  min  triesar  dmakhiz  hasha. 

Archdeacon  Geevarghese  Athniel  keeps  a  book  where 
>  writes  down  all  the  information  he  gets  from  reading 
;  well  as  interviews.  He  jotted  down  the  names  of  all 
jr  Churches  and  the  names  of  our  clergy.  Since  the 
lice  of  the  East  from  Trichur  had  published  the  names  of 
}  priests  and  22  deacons  I  gave  him  a  copy. 

Then  I  asked  him  to  supply  me  with  the  list  of 
lurches  and  priests  in  Syria.  The  useful  list  written  by 
m  in  Assyrian  is  given  below  for  the  benefit  of  all  who 
e  interested  to  know  about  the  Christians  in  Syria. 
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Qamishly 

On  Saturday  Oct.  19  Archdeacon  took  me  to 
Qamishly.  A  warm  welcome  was  accorded  to  me  at  t  e 
entrance  of  our  church.  I  celebrated  Qurbana  m  the 
church  dedicated  to  Mar  Geevarghese.  Qasha  Andreos 
Adam  is  the  priest  of  this  parish.  Shamasha  Yonan 
translated  my  sermon.  I  had  met  his  son  in  Berlin  in 
1980.  After  Qurbana  we  had  breakfast  in  the  hall. 
The  parish  committee  presented  me  a  small  gold  cross- 
This  town  is  close  to  Urhai  or  Edessa  which  is  on  the 
other  side  in  Turkey. 

Saraspiedo 

On  Sunday  20th  October,  1996  I  conducted  Qurbana 
at  Saraspiedo.  Since  archdeacon  Geevarghese  Athniel 

comes  from  that  Church  he  took  a  special  interest  that  I 
conducted  Qurbana  in  his  village.  The  Church  is  named 

after  Mar  Kuriakose.  The  priest  of  the  parish  Qasha 
Kuriakose  Odisho  was  at  the  entrance  of  the  Church 
when  we  reached  Saraspiedo. 

We  left  Hassake  at  7  a.  m.  and  reached  our 
destination  within  one  hour.  The  choir  sang  a  song  of 
welcome.  They  threw  flowers  on  the  floor  as  a  sign  of 
welcome.  I  started  Qurbana  in  time.  Deacon  Yonan 
Oraham  who  had  interpreted  my  speech  on  Saturday  at 
Qamishly  was  again  there  on  Sunday.  He  told  me, 
"I  won't  leave  you  till  you  leave."  I  had  brought  with 
me  Qasha  Geevarghese  Thoma  of  New  Britain,  U.  S.  A. 
whose  brother  lives  in  Hassake.  I  toid  deacon  Yonan 
that  since  Qasha  Geevarghese  Thoma  is  from  the  U.  S.  A. 
it  is  better  that  he  interprets  my  sermon  that  day.  The 
76-year-old-deacon  agreed  instantly.  I  was  happy 
because  I  knew  that  the  Deacon  had  some  difficulty  in 
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srpreting  my  English.  I  know  that  many  people  in 
ala  are  poor  interpreters  even  If  they  know  English 
guage  well. 

Being  a  Sunday  we  had  to  read  both  Old  Testament 
i  the  Epistle.  Moreover  Gospel  lesson  was  read  twice. 

Archdeacon  translated  into  modern  Assyrian  after 
iad  it  in  Old  language  (lishana  atieqa)  There  was  an 
jsually  large  number  of  people  and  children  to  receive 
nmunion.  Therefore  the  service  took  2\  hours  wh.le 
)ok  only  2  hours  each  the  previous  two  days. 

Breakfast  was  at  the  house  of  late  officer  Dinkha, 
usin  of  Archdeacon.  It  was  the  40th  day  of  the  death 
off  cer  Dinkha.  It  is  a  custom  to  give  breakfast  to 
ests  on  the  40th  day. 

An  Assyrian  friend  greeted  me  and  told  me  that  he 
3d  to  receive  the  Voice  of  the  East  regularly.  When  I 
quired  his  name  he  told  "Majee  Rev.  Joseph,"  Then 
smembered  that  his  name  was  in  the  address  list.  When 
aid  him  that  I  remembered  his  name,  he  was  happy. 

Not  only  Church  members  but  other  relat'ves  and 
?nds  of  the  family  attended  the  breakfast  given  on  the 
th  day  of  the  death.  I  enquired  whether  the  priests 
d  to  go  to  the  tomb  to  say  the  prayers.  They  had 
plained  that  on  the  3rd  day  after  the  death  the  priests 
d  relatives  went  near  the  tomb  and  said  3rd  day  prayers, 
it  after  the  3rd  day  the  priests  do  not  go.  It  is  not  true 
India.  The  relatives  want  the  priests  to  pray  at  the 
nb  not  only  on  the  40th  day,  but  also  on  every  death 
niversary. 


22 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOC 


Before  we  finished  breakfast  Qasha  Bachus  from  Tel 
Tamar  arrived.  He  is  also  a  relative  of  the  archdeacon.  Ir 
addition  to  the  priest  of  the  parish,  the  priest  of  he 
neighbouring  congregation  also  was  present  at  the 
Qurbana.  Therefore  that  priest  must  have  cancelled  the 
Sunday  Qurbana  in  order  to  attend  this  service. 


Tell  Tamer 

On  Tuesday  22  Oct.  I  conducted  Qurbana  in  Tell 
Tamer. 

When  I  reached  Tell  Tamer,  the  choir  was  ready  to 
receive  me  singing  the  Syriac  song  of  welcome.  Flowers 
were  put  in  front  of  me.  As  it  was  Tuesday  I  thought 
there  would  not  be  enough  people.  Yet  the  Church 
became  full  soon  after  the  Qurbana  began. 


"S/othac  Avoon  Kaddisha "  in  Syriac  means  "the 
prayer  our  holy  father..."  was  the  welcome  song  which 
the  choir  girls  sang.  Then  they  sang  "Avoon  Dvashmaya' 
Our  Father . 


The  Qurbana  service  took  two-and-a-half  hours. 
There  were  priests  and  deacons  in  the  htik/a  (nave).  But 
none  of  the  deacons  or  priests  could  interpret  my  speech 
into  English.  Therefore  Archdeacon  sent  for  a  teacher 
Rabbi  Benyamin  Somaya  and  we  shifted  one  of  the 
microphones  to  outside  the  altar,  as  the  laymen  are  not 
allowed  to  enter  our  altar.  I  must  state  that  Rabbi 
Benyamin  did  his  interpretation  well.  I  also  used  many 
gestures  liberally  to  make  my  interpreter  as  well  as  the 
audience  to  understand  the  contents  of  my  sermon  even 
if  there  was  any  deficiency  in  translation. 
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We  went  to  a  restaurant  nearby  where  a  reception 
ti  breakfast  was  arranged  in  my  honour.  The  first  item 
tthe  agenda  was  the  presentation  of  a  gold  ring  to  me  by 
a.  Yohannan  son  of  Dea.  Yonan  as  his  Dashna.  I  did 
ft  understand  the  word  first.  Mavhauta  is  the  word  for 
ift"  in  the  old  language.  Dashna  may  be  modern 
Syrian  for  the  word  gift. 

Qasha  Eshaya  Bachus  is  the  Vicar  of  the  parish  at 
II  Tamer.  The  Church  is  dedicated  to  Qadishtha.  It 

A 

a  strange  name  for  a  saint  or  a  Church.  I  enquired 
hether  the  church  in  whose  name  it  is  dedicated  is  a 
ale  or  female.  It  is  a  female  saint  as  the  feminine  word 
ac/ishtha  reminds  us.  Was  it  in  the  name  of  Marth 
ariyam  (St.  Mary)  or  Marth  Shmonie  (St.  Shmonie 
3fore  Jesus)  or  Queen  Helena,  the  mother  of  King 
onstantine,  who  discovered  in  Jerusalem  in  324  A.  D. 
ie  cross  in  which  Christ  was  crucified?  The  clergy 
plied  that  it  was  dedicated  to  none  of  these. 

The  explanation  they  say  is  that  some  portion  of  the 
oly  relic  from  Jerusalem  is  brought  and  Is  hanging 
i  eastern  wall  of  this  altar  and  hence  the  name  of  this 
lurch  Qadishtha . 

Tell  Tamar  is  a  good  parish.  There  are  about  400 
milies.  The  family  of  Zaia  d'  Malik  Ismail,  son  of  Malik 
acob  Ismail,  lives  here.  But  as  a  member  of  the 
3rliament  of  Syria  he  lives  in  Damascus.  When  I  told 
m  later  in  Damascus  that  I  had  done  Qurbana  in  his 
Irish  Church  he  told  me  that  he  was  happy  about  it. 
ut  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  attend  it  as  he  was  in 
amascus. 
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Qasha 
The  garden 
entered  his 
She  is  aboLfc - ,  — - 


Qasha  Bachus  Eshaya  has  four  children. 

1.  Yosip,  12th  grade 

2.  Susan,  11th  grade 

3.  Yohannan,  6th  grade 

4.  Rejina,  1  year  old 

Qasha  Bachu's  wife  is  the  daughter  of  Qasha  Dinkhc 
Boodakh  (green  card)  who  travelled  to  Australia 
America,  Sweden  etc.  Qasha  Dinkha  is  the  priest  o 
Mar  Sawa  Church.  At  Tell  Tamar  I  met  Qasha  Geevarghesr 
Odisho  belonging  to  the  old  calendar.  I  had  ordainec 
him  deacon  in  Sept  1968.  His  wife's  brother  namec 
deacon  Adhai  also  was  with  him.  I  had  ordained  h.m  toe 
in  September  1968  in  Bagdad  along  with  Qasha  Thom. 
Soro  who  became  Mar  Narsai  Metropolitan  of  Kirkuk  ir 
Dec  1 969* 

On  Monday  14th  October  he  went  to  see  St.  Simon 
It  is  a  beautiful  Church,  built  in  the  5thr  century.  St.  Simoi 
the  stylite  who  was  born  in  387  lived  as  a  monk.  In  hi: 
extreme  ascetism  he  was  sent  out  from  the  monastery  hi 
had  joined.  But  as  a  single  ascetic  he  lived  on  a  pillar  h< 
had  built. 

He  was  a  supporter  of  dyophysite  Christology,  i.  e 
Jesus  Christ  had  two  distinct  natures,  humanity  an< 
divinity.  Pulcheria,  sister  of  Emperor  Theodosius  II,  wh< 
supported  Nestorius  was  admirer  of  St.  Simon.  Emperc 
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sodosius  II,  too  respected  him.  After  his  death  this 
nous  Church  was  constructed. 

The  Church  was  destroyed  by  earthquakes  three  times, 
ler  the  second  destruction  in  the  1 1  th  century  Byzantine 
lldiers  renovated  it.  But  after  the  3rd  earthquake  in 
th  century  nobody  renovated. 

The  altar  is  on  the  east.  The  altar  has  five  windows, 
ustafa,  the  guide  who  is  a  Muslim,  told  me  that  the 
/e  windows  represent  the  five  wounds  of  Jesus  Christ 
i  the  cross.  I  do  not  knew  whether  Mustafa's  theological 
id  historical  interpretations  are  correct  or  not.  He  was  so 
oud  that  he  was  the  guide  who  had  explained  everything 
»  Patriarch  Hakkim  when  the  Patriarch  visited  that 
hurch  some  five  years  ago. 

Mustafa  is  a  man  of  humour.  He  tells  jokes  to  make 
ie  tourists  happy  so  that  he  can  get  tips  from  them.  As 
e  noticed  that  I  was  carefully  listening  to  his  talk  on 
t.  Simeon  he  said  that  this  pillar  saint  always  had  stood 
n  that  pillar.  His  followers  used  to  put  a  ladder  on  the 
illar  on  Sundays  to  carry  a  basket  of  food  to  this  saint 
fho  always  stood  many  meters  above  the  floor.  With  a 
iggle  he  said,  "Some  tourists  ask  me  how  St.  Simeon 
/as  geing  to  bath  room  as  he  was  always  on  the  top  of 
ie  pillar."  He  didn't  answer  it.  Perhaps  we  would  guess 
lat  there  was  a  hole  in  that  pillar.  I  do  not  bridle  the 
nagination  of  the  readers. 

On  24  October  1996  before  leaving  the  Guest  Housa 
i  Damascus  of  the  Syrian  Catholic  Church  I  saw  the  book 
be  Amazing  Life  of  the  Syrian  Monks  in  the  4th- 6th 
enturies  authored  by  Ignacio  Pena  in  1991.  This  book 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOD 

26 

wrilKn  in  ?a„i;h  = MoMl^by  ^ 

Sullivan  and  was  printed  y  Simeon 

Milan  bv  offset  The  front  cover  has  an  icon  of  S  . 

Milan  oy  onset.  thp  Stvlite  movement  in 

the  great  who  is  the  founder  of  the  btyi.xe  m 

the  monastic  history  of  the  early  Christian  Church. 

Since  I  had  visited  with  other  delegates  of  the  Pro 
Oriente's  Syriac  Commission  the  exact  location  of 
St.  Simeon's  Cathedral  I  was  interested  to. possess  a  copy 
of  this  book.  When  I  read  this  well-printed  book  w.th 
lavish  coloured  photographs  I  was  amazed  by  the  number 
of  monks  who  had  lived  between  4  and  6  centuries  in  the 

Christendom. 

Most  of  these  Churches  and  monasteries  are  in  the 
dead  cities  of  Syria.  They  are  in  ruins. 


When  we  had  gone  to  see  St.  S.meon's  Church  and 
other  places  I  was  impressed  by  the  enthusiasm  of  Prof. 
Peter  Hoffrichter  of  Salzburg  in  locating  these  places 
which  are  in  ruins.  When  we  searched  for  the  Church  where 
Theodoretof  Cyrus  had  preached,  we  abandoned  our  search 
after  walking  through  the  rocks  and  hills.  But  Prof, 
Hoffrichter  did  not  turn  back  until  he  finally  stood  the 
pulpit  where  Theodoret  had  preached  1555  years  ago.  He 
knows  all  the  details  of  early  churches  even  after  they  hac 
been  destroyed. 


A  Stylite  is  not  one  who  lives  in  style.  A  Stylite  1 
a  monk  who  lives  on  a  pillar.  They  are  called  pillar  saint 
In  appendix  2  of  the  book  mentioned  above  there  is  a  lisl 
of  many  Stylites  down  through  the  centuries.  From  5t 
century  to  the  1 9th. 
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St.  Simeon  the  Great  in  the  5th  century  is  the 
jnder  of  this  movement.  In  the  same  century  there  was 
Daniel,  Abrahamios,  Theodolus,  Josue,  John  and 
cander. 


h  century 


lh  century 


th  century 
th  century 


John,  Simeon  the  Younger,  Yonan, 

Eustacius,  Chemaun  of  Erhab,  P?ul, 
Anthony,  Simeon  of  Raqqa,  Thomas  of 
Dara,  Habil  or  Abel,  Zeora  the  little,  Habi 
of  Paitar,  Arsinos,  Jonathan,  Samuel 
and  John,  Michael,  Abraham  &  Maron 
from  Amide,  Cosmas,  John,  Jacob, 
Sergius  etc. 

Simeon  from  Homs,  St.  Alipius, 
Theophilos  the  Confessor,  Simeon  of 
Cilicia,  Agathus. 

John  of  Atareb,  Zachary,  Gabriel,  Julian 
of  Lydda. 

Ephrem  of  Kefr  Tufa,  Isaac  Bar  Maron, 

Lazarus,  Simeon,  Remban,  Mari  of  Peet 
Chede. 


1th  century  John  IV  who  became  Patriarch  of  Syrian 

Orthodox,  Pacomius,  Paul  of  Ain  Fara- 

Ith  century  Butros  of  Hanak,  Samuel  son  of  Cyriac 

(Assyrian  Church),  Paul  of  Laodicia  of 
Lebanon,  Mary  from  Pontus. 

?th  century  John  near  the  Laura  of  St.  Sabas,  Gabriel, 

John  the  Sinaite. 


Uh  century  Abdon,  Thomas  the  Cripple. 
fth  century  Agreek  stylite,  A  Russian  stylite. 
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Jacob  in  Upper  Mesapotamia.  Simeon 
and  Thomas. 

Seraphim  of  Sarov  who  died  in  1833. 
A  Georgian  who  died  in  1848.  An 
unnamed  Stylite  in  Rumania  is  perhaps 
last  on  the  list. 

I  learned  some  words  in  modern  Syriac.  As  I  go  to 
the  Assyrians  often  it  is  necessary  to  use  some  words  or 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  conversations  between 
the  Assyrians  which  1  patiently  listen  to  wit  out  u  y 
comprehending  it.  Some  words  which  will  be  useful 
for  my  readers  are  reproduced  below. 

Qal‘a  Fort 

Azad  Free 

Doast  Friend 

Jalde  Early 

Beta  Egg 

The  first  four  words  are  similar  to  the  Hindi  or  Urdu 
words  used  in  North  India.  Hindi  and  Urdu  languages 
are  similar  but  the  script  is  different.  Hindi  is  written 
in  Devanagiri  script  and  is  written  from  left  to  right  Ike 
English.  The  Urdu,  however,  is  using  something  like 
Persian  or  Arabic  script  and  is  written  from  right  to  left 
like  other  Semitic  languages. 

The  word  Beta  (egg)  helped  me  very  much.  Way 
back  in  June  1977  when  I  was  in  Bagdad  I  wanted  to 
explain  that  I  have  no  problem  in  eating  eggs,  although 
I  abstain  from  chicken  and  all  other  meat.  I  tried  to  show 
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s  shape  of  the  egg.  Then  I  tried  to  make  the  sound  of 
5  chicken.  All  my  dramatisation  was  on  the  waythe  egg 
I  aid  by  the  hen  ana  how  she  makes  the  whole  world 
mean  the  neighbourhood)  know  that  she  has  done  a  great 
ng  by  layrng  an  egg.  I  do  not  know  such  loud  crowing 
an  announcement  to  the  male  member  of  the  species 
at  she  has  delivered  an  egg  or  to  the  owner  to  come 
d  pick  up  the  egg  quickly  before  somebody  claims  it. 
hen  I  was  a  lad  I  used  to  study  my  lessons  near  the 
licken  shed  in  order  to  hear  the  crowing  of  the  hen  so 
at  I  could  rush  and  claim  the  egg  first.  In  a  large  family 
;e  ours  I  had  to  be  smart  in  order  to  get  more  eggs  and 
curry  favour  with  my  mother  more  than  her  other  nine 
lildren. 

The  difference  between  old  Syriac  and  modern  Syriac 
not  much  in  the  case  of  some  words.  For  example 
admaya  becomes  Qamaya  in  modern  Syriac  because  the 
tter  dalath  is  silent.  At  the  same  time  there  are  words 
hich  sound  the  same  in  the  old  and  the  new.  For 
cample  Bisra  means  meat  (flesh)  and  mekhultha 
eans  food.  Some  Assyrians  tell  me  that  I  should 
)t  use  athieqa  andhadtha  (old  and  new)  instead  I  should 
ly  sapraya  and  swadaya.  The  word  sapraya  means 
terary  ana  swadaya  refers  to  the  modern. 

There  is  no  d  fference  in  the  names  of  months  between 
e  old  and  the  new  Syriac.  For  example 

iesan  April 

yar  M  ay 

rsieran  June 

hamus  July 
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Ab 

August 

Ilol 

September 

Tishrin  Qdim 

October 

Tishrin  Hrai 

November 

Kanon  Qdim 

December 

Kanon  Hrai 

January 

Shvath 

February 

Adar 

March 

In  the  following  words  1  find  no  d.fference. 

1 .  Pa/gha 

Half 

2.  Resha 

Head 

3.  leda 

Hand 

4.  Libba 

Heart 

1  found  it  useful  to  learn  the  words  g  ven  below 

Koositha  Hat 

Lakha  Here 

I  have  some  words  in  brackets  wh  ch  are  in  the  old 


Syriac.  It  is  not  much  diff  cult  for  me 

1. 

Toop 

Gun 

2. 

Unve  (inve) 

Grapes 

3. 

Shme'lee  ( Shimeth ) 

1  heard 

4. 

Qana  (Qarna) 

Horn 

5. 

Soosie  (Soosia) 

Horse 

6. 

Ana  (Inna) 

1 

7. 

Bidyotha  (Dyotha) 

Ink 

8. 

Tarjoman 

Interpreter 
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The  importance  of  Syria  in  the  history  of  the  early 
■ead  of  Christianity  is  not  properly  understood  by 
ristians  today.  Since  Syria  is  a  country  of  Muslim 
ijority  today,  even  scholars  do  not  seem  to  realse  the 
portance  of  Syria  in  the  period  prior  to  Prophet 
Dhammed. 

Professor  Peter  Hofrichter  of  Salzburg  University  in 
istria  who  was  with  us  when  we  visited  the  places  of 
>toric  importance  in  Syria  refers  to  the  prominent  role 
'ria  had  played  in  the  early  centuries  of  Christianity.  He 
rites  in  his  book  entitled  Pau/us  and  die  Anfange  of  the 
lurch  in  Syria  published  in  German  language  in  Mainz 
d  Linz  in  1 993. 

"Today  Damascus  is  a  modern  big  city 
the  capital  of  the  Syrian  state.  But  we  are 
astonished  how  much  there  is  still  to  be  seen  in  its 
old  city  of  the  events  narrated  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  There  is  the  city  door  through  which  Paul 
had  entered  the  town  according  to  old  tradition, 
the  "Bab  Sharki"  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  Straight 
Street.  In  its  present  form  it  dates  from  the  2nd 
century  but  Paul  saw  it  in  still  an  earl  er  shape. 
Then  there  is  Straight  Street  which  still  today 
leads  from  East  to  West  through  the  city,  partly  as 
a  narrow  bazar.  According  to  tradition  the  house 
of  Judas  stood  on  its  Southern  side,  In  the  North- 

Western  corner  of  the  old  city  there  was  the  house 
of  Ananias.  On  its  side  we  find  a  little  church, 

dedicated  to  this  f.rst  prominent  Christian  of 
Damascus,  who  had  healed  and  baptized  Paul  after 

his  conversion.  It  was  erected  in  Christian 
antiquity  on  the  foundations  of  a  Roman  temple. 

Today  it  is  situated  under  the  ground  level. 


CHAPTER  2 


Tenth  Trip  To  England 

Pro-Oriente's  Syriac  Commission  scheduled  its  6th 
meeting  in  Vienna  in  the  4th  week  of  February  1997.  As 
I  was  getting  out  of  India,  I  decided  to  make  use  of  this 
opportunity  to  read  some  documents  related  to  our  Church 
in  Lambeth  Palace,  London,  and  also  in  the  University  at 
Halle  in  Germany, 

On  22  February  1997  I  flew  to  Bombay  and  said 
Qurbana  in  the  Methodist  Centre  Chapel  in  Byculla  on 
Sunday  the  23rd.  On  25th  my  K.  L.  M.  flight  took  off 
from  Bombay  to  Vienna  via  Amsterdam.  I  had  to  predate 
my  visa  in  the  Bombay  Consulate  of  Austria  as  the  visa 
issued  from  the  Madras  Consulate  of  Austria  was  valic 
only  from  26th.  As  it  is  not  possible  to  stay  up  in  the 
air  for  one  full  day  I  begged  the  off  cials  in  Bombay  Con¬ 
sulate  to  pre  date  my  visa  by  one  day. 

At  the  Consulate  my  f  rst  impression  was  that  the\ 

would  not  listen  to  my  frantic  request.  But  one  lad^ 
working  in  the  Consulate  was  kind  enough  to  listen  me 

She  cancelled  my  visa  and  stamped  a  new  one  on  anothe 
page  of  the  passport.  She  was  kind  enough  not  tc 
charge  anything  for  this  new  visa  as  I  had  already  paic 
more  than  Rs.  800  for  the  visa  issued  at  Madras.  Th< 

Madras  Consulate  issued  the  visa  from  the  date  shown  or 
the  invitation  letter  for  the  meeting  in  Pro  Oriente. 
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My  opinion  is  that  the  Consulates  should  not  be 
:ingy  in  fixing  the  number  of  dates  for  a  visa.  Some 
mes  it  is  better  to  reach  one  day  early,  although  I  usually 
rrive  only  right  on  time.  In  the  previous  meeting  I  had 
3ached  after  the  meeting  had  begun  and  a  few  minutes 
efore  my  turn  to  present  the  paper. 

I  was  able  to  visit  my  friend  Ludwig  Niestelberger 
nd  his  wife  again.  I  had  spent  some  days  with  them 
uring  my  first  visit  to  Austria  in  June  1990.  Helmut 
Jraundle  Falkensie  from  Modling  had  visited  me  that  time 
o  greet  me  on  my  50th  birthday.  Therefore  I  decided 
his  time  to  visit  him  as  I  had  a  day  to  spare.  Although 
did  not  speak  German  I  managed  to  travel  by  bus  to 
each  his  apartment  which  was  near  to  the  Technical 
Jniversity  in  Modling  which  is  a  suburb  of  Vienna. 

Vienna  was  cold.  It  was  warmer  than  the  previous 
/ear.  In  1996  February  it  was  around -3  Celsius  and  in 
1997  it  was  around +  1  Celsius. 

The  Pro  Oriente's  Syriac  Commission  to  finalise  the 
Dlan  for  the  Chicago  Syriac  Consultation  was  scheduled 
or  June  1997.  This  time  I  was  happy  to  notice  that  my 
oom  was  renovated.  Special  handles  in  the  bath  room 
ind  some  luxury  for  comfort.  I  boasted  to  my  friends 
hat  I  was  in  room  No.  1  which  had  special  V.  I.  P. 
irrangements.  Some  friends  just  listened  to  me  and  did 
lot  exhibit  their  laughter  at  my  ignorance. 

One  of  them  later  told  me  that  it  was  not  a  V.  I.  P. 
oom.  It  is  a  room  for  handicapped  persons.  There  is  a 
lew  law  in  Austria  that  the  conference  centeres  and 
lotels  should  provide  one  or  two  rooms  with  special 
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handles  in  bath  rooms  for  the  convenience  of  the  handi¬ 
capped  persons.  Since  there  was  no  person  in  the 
handicapped  category  in  Pro  Oriente  committee  they  were 
kind  enough  to  assign  that  room  to  me. 

As  a  result  of  this  new  information  I  decided  not  to 
brag  about  this  V.  I.  P.  room  assigned  to  me.  Never¬ 
theless,  1  am  mentioning  it  here  for  the  benefit  of  other 
people  who  are  equally  ignorant  like  me  about  these 
special  fittings  for  the  handicapped  persons. 

On  Sunday  March  2nd  I  wanted  to  conduct  Qurbana 
in  Vienna  for  the  Assyrian  Christians  scattered  in  the  area. 
Although  the  Chaldean  Catholics  are  many  in  Vienna  1 
told  that  the  Assyrians  are  few  in  number.  That  too  are 
not  in  Vienna  but  scattered  in  the  suburbs.  There  is  no 
priest,  but  only  a  deacon. 

I  was  advised  to  forget  about  arranging  a  Qurbana 
this  time.  I  look  forward  to  an  opportunity  in  future 
when  I  visit  Vienna  to  do  Qurbana  for  the  Assyrians  in 
Vienna. 

Archdeacon  Yonan  Y.  Yonan  of  London  used  to  visit 
this  area  for  arranging  Qurbana  occasionally.  Now  I  am 
told  that  Rev.  Emmanuel  Yohanna  of  Wiesbadan,  Germany 
is  in  charge  of  this  congregation  in  Austria  where 
he  conducts  Qurbana  once  in  two  months.  In  his  parish 
in  Wiesbadan  he  has  Qurbana  only  on  alternate  Sundays 
giving  free  time  for  him  to  travel  to  Stuttgart  or  Vienna. 

Since  the  Assyrians  in  Europe  are  scattered  it  is 
difficult  to  organize  regular  parishes  in  all  towns.  Bishop 
Odisho,  Bishop  of  Europe,  shuttles  between  London  and 
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ockholm,  Sweden  and  visits  congregations  in  other 
>untries  in  Europe.  As  our  numbers  are  small  and 

veral  of  them  are  refugees  only  it  will  take  years  to 
tablish  regular  congregations  in  this  continent. 

After  my  trip  to  Europe  was  concluded  I  received  a 
tter  from  our  congregation  in  Austria  asking  for  three 
)lumes  of  Hudra,  the  prayer  book  for  the  whole  year 
Aramaic  language  printed  in  Mar  Narsai  Press,  Trichur, 
idia.  I  do  not  know  when  will  I  get  a  chance  to  visit 
enna  because  both  meetings  of  Pro  Oriente  for  the 
jar  1998  are  scheduled  to  meet  outside  Austria.  The 
eeting  in  March  is  going  to  be  in  Lebanon  and  the 
blowing  meeting  is  scheduled  to  meet  in  Armenia  in 
ctober.  Thus  I  have  no  chance  to  be  in  Austria  in  1998 
laybe  in  1999. 

For  the  sake  of  the  readers  who  may  like  to  be  in 
)uch  with  the  Assyrian  congregation  in  Austria  their 
ddress  is  given  below.  It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  the 
cattered  Assyrians  will  form  some  fellowship  and 
trengthen  this  congregation. 

Assyrian  Church  of  the  East 
P.  0.  Box  10  Offense  Fach 
3500  KREMS/DONAU 
AUSTRIA. 

I  wrote  to  His  Holines  Mar  Khannania  Dinkha  IV, 
latholicos  Patriarch  of  the  Assyrian  Church  of  the  East 
aat  I  would  like  to  photocopy  the  correspondence 
etween  the  late  Patriarchs  of  our  Church  with  Anglican 
)hurch.  I  stated  that  I  should  :not  give  trouble  to  the 
‘atriarch  to  write  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to 
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grant  me  permission  to  read  in  his  Lambeth  Palace  Library 
I  offered  to  write  to  the  Archbishop  myself  thinking  that 
he  might  remember  me.  I  have  presented  my  humour 
books  to  him  personally  as  I  had  done  the  same  to  his 
two  predecessors. 

Nevertheless,  after  writing  to  the  Archbishop  I  began 
to  wonder  whether  he  would  remember  me  or  not  as  he 
had  to  meet  thousands  of  bishops  and  Metropolitans  being 
the  Universal  head  of  the  Anglican  communion.  I  was 
more  than  delighted  when  I  got  the  following  reply  from 
Lambeth  Palace  dated  29  January  1997. 

"Your  Grace 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  asked  me 
to  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  4th 
January  1997. 

It  was  delightful  to  hear  from  you  since  not 
only  do  I  and  the  Archbishop  have  warm  memories 
of  meeting  you  in  India  in  1995  but  also,  when  I 
was  young  undergraduate,  I  remember  vividly 
enjoying  Your  Grace's  hospitality  when  I,  together 
with  a  party  of  young  theologians  from  Keble 
College,  Oxford,  stayed  with  you  in  Trichur. 
Indeed,  a  cursory  glance  on  the  shelves  beside  me 

reveals  your  Sacrament  of  the  Church  of  the  East 
and  also  a  copy  of  The  Liturgy  of  the  Holy  Apostles 

Adai  and  Mari  which  you  autographed  for  me. 

I  am  sure  that  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to 
use  the  Library  here  at  Lambeth  though,  with 
regard  to  your  specific  requests,  it  would  be  better 
if  you  were  in  direct  contact  with  the  Librarian, 
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Dr.  Richard  Palmer,  to  whom  I  am  copying  this 
letter.  Perhaps  you  could  be  in  touch  with  him? 

If  you  are  in  London  between  the  10th  and 
20th  of  March,  it  would  be  very  good  to  meet. 
Unfortunately  I  will  be  with  the  Archbishop  in 
Jerusalem  for  much  of  the  early  part  of  that  time 
but  will  be  around  here  towards  the  end. 

I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  further." 

Before  I  could  write  to  the  Librarian  Dr.  Richard 
mer,  1  got  reply  from  the  Library  signed  by  Helen 
kely.  Assistant  Archivist.  I  always  wish  I  could  be 
t  prompt  in  my  correspondence.  The  following  letter 
informative  to  other  researchers  too.  Hence  it  is 
iroduced  below. 

"Your  Grace, 

Your  letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
has  recently  been  passed  to  me  to  answer. 

You  are  most  welcome  to  visit  the  Library  in 
March  in  order  to  research  the  Assyrian  Church*: 
I  imagine  that  the  records  of  most  interest  to  you 
are  the  Archbishop's  Assyrian  Mission,  Papers 
(list  enclosed),  and  the  papers  of  Canon 
J.  A.  Douglas,  Honorary  General  Secretary  of  the 
Church  of  England  Council  on  Foreign  Relations, 
1933-45.  The  collection  contains  much  material 
for  1920-38,  during  much  of  which  time  Douglas 
edited  The  Christian  East,  and  the  index  contains 
many  references  to  the  Assyrian  Church,  the  Syrian 
Orthodox  Church  and  related  topics.  When  yog 
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visit  the  Library  you  could  also  check  for  relevanl 
material  in  the  manuscripts  series,  our  printec 
collections,  and  the  papers  of  the  Archbishops  oi 
Canterbury,  which  are  ava  lable  for  study  up  tc 
the  end  of  1 966. 

1  enclose  a  leaflet  on  the  Library  for  youi 
information,  and  would  be  grateful  if  you  woulc 
bring  this  letter  on  your  first  visit  by  way  o' 
introduction  to  my  colleague  in  the  reading  room. 

On  Sunday  2nd  March  1 997  I  flew  from  Vienna  t< 
London's  Heathrow  changing  my  flight  at  Amsterdam.  AI 
KLM  flights  terminate  at  Amsterdam's  Schiphol  airport. 

At  around  7.20  p.  m.  our  flight  touched  down  ii 
London.  Archdeacon  Yonan  Youvel  of  London  was  then 
along  with  Eshaya  Chemmani  and  my  sister  Sushila,  he 
husband  Dr.  N.  V.  George  and  family.  We  proceeded  t< 
Eshaya's  residence  in  Ealing  as  I  had  done  in  my  previou: 
trips  after  1983. 

After  a  few  minutes  of  conversation  I  understood  tha 
they  were  waiting  for  somebody.  To  my  pleasant  surprise 
Bishop  Odisho  Oraham  appeared  there  along  with  Qash, 
Esthapanose,  priest  of  our  Church  in  London.  Althougl 
I  had  written  to  Bishop  Odisho  about  my  visit  to  Londoi 
after  Pro  Oriente  meetings  I  never  expected  him  in  Englan< 
at  that  time.  Bishop  who  is  living  at  Norsborg  nea 
Stockholm  in  Sweden  has  his  diocese  of  Europe  coverinj 
ten  countries. 

Mrs.  Khanna,  wife  of  late  Mr.  Aprim  Kellaitha,  ha< 
passed  away  and  the  b»shop  had  come  to  England  ii 
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er  to  officiate  at  her  funeral  to  be  held  on  the  next 
*.  Mrs.  Khanna  was  the  sister  of  late  Mar  Yosip 
ananisho  Metropolitan  and  younger  sister  of  Esther, 
ther  of  late  Patriarch  Mar  Eshai  Shimun.  Khanna's 
sband  Mr.  Aprim  was  the  eldest  son  of  Qasha  Yosip 
laitha,  the  great  scholar  who  printed  many  liturgical 
aks  of  our  Church  in  Aramaic  and  taught  hundreds  of 
Syrians  in  Mosul,  Iraq. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  of  staying  in  their  home  at 
Stephens  Road  in  Eal  ng  during  December  1961  when 
yas  a  student  in  St.  Boniface  College,  Warminster, 
Itshire  where  I  did  the  post-B.  0.  course  of  King's 
liege,  London.  Rabbi  Aprim  had  kept  in  touch  with 
s  almost  unt  I  his  death.  He  loved  me  because  I 
longed  to  our  Church  in  India  where  his  father's  cousin 
e  Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus  had  laboured  hard  during 
08-1945. 

Bishop  Odisho  regretted  that  he  could  not  stay  until 
3  following  Sunday  to  attend  my  Qurbana,  as  he  had 
eady  announced  the  ordination  of  a  deacon  as  a  priest 
Sweden  for  the  Saturday  8th  March.  I  had  sweet 
jmories  of  Bishop  Odisho's  hospital  ty  in  his  residence 
Sweden  in  March  1996  when  the  temperature  was-3 
gree  centegrade.  We  said  good  bye  hoping  to  meet 
the  Synod  in  Chicago  to  be  held  on  19th  to  30th  June 
s  year. 

On  Monday  March  3rd  I  started  my  research  at 
mbeth  Palace  Library.  I  stayed  at  St.  Edward's  House 
the  Great  College  Street  next  to  the  Westminster  Abbey 
lich  is  opposite  to  the  British  Parliament.  I  couldn't 
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recognize  both  these  historic  places  although  I  had  been 
there  in  1961.  Nevertheless,  when  l  noticed  tourist 
groups  visiting  the  area  memories  came  back  to  me. 


My  proposed  plan  was  to  go  through  the  documents 
relating  to  our  Church  in  the  Lambeth  Palace  Library 
and  make  copies  for  preserving  them  in  a  central  Archives 
of  our  Church.  Since  some  of  these  letters  are  datinc 
back  to  the  end  of  the  last  century  and  the  beginning  ol 
the  present  century  the  rules  of  library  do  not  permit  therr 
to  be  copied  by  Xerox.  But  the  library  would  arrange 
them  to  be  microfilmed.  The  cost  is  one  British  Pounc 
for  two  frames.  I  ordered  several  letters.  My  guess  wai 
that  it  would  be  about  500  frames  which  means  £  250 

1  calculated  it  as  equivalent  to  Rs.  13,000.  That  is  ai 
exhorbitant  amount  to  Indian  standards.  Therefore 
began  to  be  stingy  in  marking  letters  for  microfilming. 


My  search  was  limited  to  the  20th  century  whicl 
Included  letters  of  Patriarchs,  Mar  Ruvel  Shimur 
(d.  1903),  Mar  Beniamin  Shimun  (d.  1918),  Mar  Poulos 
Shimun  (d.  1920)  and  Mar  Eshai  Shimun  (d.  1975) 
Actually  we  should  microfilm  the  letters  and  othe 
documents  also  of  the  past  century.  I  hope  that  rich  peopl 
or  parishes  can  sponsor  some  document  to  be  microfilme 
and  kept  at  the  central  achives  at  our  Patriarchate. 


During  my  research  I  stayed  at  the  St.  Edward 
House  which  is  the  mother  house  of  the  Society  c 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  SSJE.  I  was  delighted  to  find 
group  photo  of  the  1 600th  anniversary  celebration  of  th 
Council  of  Nicea  which  was  held  in  Canterbury  i 
1925  A.  D.  where  the  18-year-old  Patriarch  of  our  Churc 
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seated  next  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Our 
triarch  is  the  youngest  in  the  rare  company  of  many 
olesiastical  dignitories. 

While  staying  at  St.  Edwards  House  I  began  to 
Dnder  whether  Mar  Timotheus  Metropolitan  had  stayed 
this  house  during  his  visit  to  England,  in  1923.  This 
ought  intrigued  me.  But  there  was  nobody  old  enough 
remember  who  had  stayed  in  that  house  74  years  ago- 
nally  after  returning  to  Trichur  I  searched  the  biography 
Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus  which  I  myself  had  written, 
is  strange  that  I  could  not  remember  what  I  had  written 
l  years  ago.  Let  me  quote  myself.  P.  91 . 

"In  August  1923  Mar  Timotheus  accompanied 
by  Deacon  C.  J.  Chacko  sailed  from  Colombo  and 
reached  England  by  the  S.  S.  Oxfordshire  belonging 
to  the  Bibby  line.  They  were  taken  to  St.  Edwards 
House  at  22,  Great  College  Street,  in  South  W/est 
London.  They  stayed  there  for  about  eight  months 
until  they  left  for  America,  in  April  1924." 

Perhaps  it  was  there  Mar  Timotheus  Metropolitan, 
'ho  was  Regent  to  the  Patriarch  then  arranged  for  the 
tudy  of  the  young  Patriarch  in  England.  After  Mar 
imotheus  had  left  England  in  1924,  the  young  Patriarch 
lar  Eshaj  Shimun  went  to  study  in  England  during 
925-27,  (one  year  at  St.  Augustine's  College, 
anterbury  and  one  year  at  Westcott  House,  Cambridge). 

Nobody  is  expected  to  talk  while  eating  food  in  that 
lace.  Without  realising  this  rule  I  opened  my  mouth  to 
ly  that  I  do  not  eat  meat  like  the  Anglican  monks  with 
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Whom  I  was  eating.  Fr.  Charles  told  me  that  it  was  a 
silent  supper.  Hence  I  kept  my  mouths  shut  in  the  dining 

hall  except  to  eat. 

After  supper  we  could  go  up  and  have  coffee  and  talk 
in  the  common  room  for  some  time.  It  was  an  opport¬ 
unity  to  get  to  know  the  priests  living  there. 

Way  back  in  1962  when  I  was  a  student  in  England  I 
got  an  opportunity  to  spend  a  few  days  with  the  Cowely 
Fathers  in  their  mother  house  in  Oxford.  One  day  one 
Japanese  student  who  was  a  guest  I  ke  me  knocked  at 
my  door.  I  reminded  him  the  rules  not  to  speak.  He  said 
that  the  rules  were  applicable  only  to  the  members  and 
not  to  the  guests.  I  advised  him  to  talk  in  a  low  voice. 
Otherwise  he  would  no  more  be  a  guest  there. 

On  the  three  days  beginning  with  the  3rd  March  1997 
at  the  Lambeth  Library.  I  quickly  copied  some  information 

about  our  Church  from  the  files  in  the  archives.  I  wrote 
without  break  from  10  a,  m.  to  5  p.  m.  I  felt  these  facts 

and  figures  will  be  useful  for  the  students  of  Church 

history. 

Vol.  13 
P.  311 

In  December  (1 899  or  1 900)  Mar  Yonan  Bishop 
of  Uqri  in  Berwar  died  The  vacant  diocese  is 
absorbed  with  that  of  Mar  Ishoyev  of  Duri. 

P.  331  On  15  July  1900,  Rev.  D.  H.  Parry  wrote  to 
Canon  Hutchinson 

"For  several  years  the  relations  of  Browne  to 
Surma,  Mar  Shimun's  niece  have  been  caus¬ 
ing  us  much  anxiety. 
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373-396 

is  an  English  translation  of  a  letter  dated  I  Tishrin 
20, 1901  signed  by  Mar  Savrisho  episcopa,  Qasha 
Oshana,  Dea.  Abraham*  Pera  Geevarghese,  Qasha 
Elisha  and  Qasha  Khoshaba  Pera,  addressed  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

ney  wrote: 

It  is  now  quite  clear  to  us  that  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  demands  that  we  should 
abandon  the  ritual  and  service  of  our  forefathers 
and  adopt  those  of  the  said  Russian  Church.  It 
is  hard  and  unkind  to  ask  us  to  abandon  the 
church  established  by  Mar  Adai  and  Mari  and  to 
renounce  its  tradition . " 

At  the  end  of  this  petition  they  requested  the 
rchbishop  of  Canterbury  to  his  protection. 

.  78.  The  Letter  from  Urmia,  Persia  dated  4  April  1898 

"Since  the  murder  of  Mar  Gawriel  and  the  flight 
of  the  Christians  from  Nochea  and  Gawar  there 
has  only  been  one  Bishop  or  the  whole  plain, 
namely  Mar  Yonan  of  Superghan,  and  he  is  now 
in  Russia,  negotiating  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Russian  Church  here.  The  plain  during  the 
vacancy  of  see  lapsed  to  the  Matran,  who  since 
July  has  been  in  Persia,  having  made  his  escape 
from  Qudshanis  under  the  protection  of  our 
consul  at  Van" 

.226.  1897  A.  A.  M.  Report.  Appendix  III. 

"In  1 896  there  were  only  2  scholars  in  English 
Mission  but  in  1898  there  were  62.  The  highest 
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number  of  school  was  in  1 893  (i.  e.,  1 07  schools) 
On  June  5th  1905,  W.  H.  Browne  wrote  to 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  1894.  Mar  Ruwel 
Shimun  had  planned  to  consecrate  Archdeacon 
Dinkha  as  bishop  for  Malabar. 

But  Shamasha  David  set  the  Metran  of 
Shmashdin  against  the  scheme  by  working  on 
his  fears,  that  the  new  Metropolitan  might  return 
to  be  his  rival  in  Hakiari. 

He  writes  that  the  present  Mar  Shimun  wants 
to  send  Qasha  Awimalek  as  Metran  to  India. 

Vol.  15  p.  93 

Letter  of  W.  A.  Wigram  dated  June  2,  1905  from 
Qudshanis  states  that  he  and  Awimalek  explained 
Mar  Shimun  about  ” Qucunque  Vult."  Qasha 
Toma  of  Ashitha,  theological  tutor  of  Mar 
Shimun  as  well  as  Mar  Shimun  himself  agreed 
with  the  statement.  Mar  Shimun  said  ''Then 
the  question  ia  not  one  of  Doctrine,  for  we  are 
agreed  in  them;  but  of  history.  Just  the  question, 
Did  Nestorius  teach  what  you  say  he  did, 
or  Cyril  what  we  say  he  did,  and  I  really  I  think 
we  can  let  these  dead  men  sleep  In  their 
graves."  Though  he  added,  "I  could  not 
say  that  in  Ashitha." 

Ashitha  is  the  stronghold  of  a  clan  who  are 
very  conservative  doctrlnally  &  turbulent 
politically.  So  you  see,  he  quite  falls  in  with 
your  principle  of  "doctrines  not  men,"  and  thinks 
the  doctrinal  questions  by  no  means  insolvable- 
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96.  W.  A.  Wigram's  letter  to  W.  W.  dated  June  1906 
received  29  June  says  Mar  Shimun  agreed  to 
send  a  bishop.  But  he  says  refer  to  Wald's  letter 
dated  March  1  reaching  Van  April  5th  "says  he 
seems  to  think  that  I  have  a  stock  of  bishops  in 
my  pocket." 

97.  W.  A.  Wigram  asks  in  his  letter 

"What  is  the  relation  of  the  new  man  to  the 
present  bishop?  Mar  Augustino?  Co-adjutor, 
Successor,  or  Superior? 

98.  Copy  of  Mar  Shimun's  answer  to  the  Christians 
in  Malabar. 

On  Sunday  9th  March  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  at 
.  Mary's  Church,  Hanwell  near  Ealing.  Those  who  had 
tended  my  1983  Qurbana  commented  that  this  time 
was  better  than  last  time.  Yes,  I  should  show 
iprovement  after  14  years. 

The  sermon  from  the  gospel  was  in  English  although 
fid  rest  of  it  in  Aramaic  lishana  athieqa  which  means 
d  language. 

At  the  reception  in  the  Assyrian  Church  in  Ealing 
vhich  was  the  venue  of  the  Qurbana  in  1983  as  we 
jrchased  the  Church  in  Hanwell  only  in  1986  or  87) 
could  meet  some  old  friends  like  Deacon  Bawai  the 
etran,  nephew  of  late  Mar  Yosip  Khananishu  Metro- 
ditan.  I  also  met  new  ones  like  the  sister  of  Bishop 
ar  Bawai  Soro.  Some  old  friends  who  attended  my 
Syrian  Evening  prayer  way  back  in  1962  at  S.  Barnabas 
hurch  in  Ealing  (when  I  was  a  young  deacon  of  less 
an  22  years)  had  passed  away,  namely  Rabbi  Aprim 
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Kellaitha  and  his  wife  Khanna,  Mr.  Victor  E.  Wales  the 
English  man.  Dr.  0.  R.  Thimothy,  the  Indian. 

I  was  happy  to  meet  Dr.  Lazar,  son  of  late  Archdeacon 
Kaku  Lazar,  who  was  my  Malpan  (Teacher)  in  Thrissur. 
India  in  1955-57.  I  couldn't  recognize  Dr.  Lazar.  He 
had  taken  me  to  a  few  places  in  Bagdad  when  I  stayed 
in  the  house  of  Qasha  Kaku  Lazar  in  1962  in  the 
compound  of  Mar  Zaia  Church  in  Karadat  Maryam  which 
had  been  demolished  some  years  ago.  I  had  met 
Dr.  Lazar's  sister  Maryam  and  mother,  Yulia  at  Mar 
Sargis  Church  in  Chicago  in  June  1996. 

Every  time  I  go  to  London;  I  notice  some  new  things. 
I  had  never  heard  of  a  third  airport  in  London.  I  had 

been  to  Heathrow  and  heard  about  Gatwick.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  went  to  a  third  airport  namely  Stansted  which 

is  close  to  Cambridge  University.  A  renowned  writer  oi 
travels  and  humour  (I  find  something  in  common  with 
him  except  that  I  am  not  renowned)  Mr.  Khushwant  Singh 
wrote  20  years  ago  his  observation  regarding  London, 
(Around  The  World  With  Khushwant  Singh  p.  21 ) 

London  is  ever  changing.  One  time  it  broke 
into  a  rash  of  milkbars;  next  time  it  was  coffee 
shops;  then  steak  houses,  egg-and-chips  or  fish 
stalls,  Italian  trattoria  and  wine  bars.  This  time 
Indo-Pakistan-Bangladesh  restaurants.  The  reason 
for  their  sudden  popularity  were  apparenl 
everywhere.  The  pattern  of  visitors  to  Londor 
also  changes  every  year.  Americans  are  always 
there  in  large  numbers  but  the  Europeans  come  ir 
rotation.  One  year  it  is  the  French;  the  next  yeai 
it  is  the  Dutch  or  the  Germans.  Two  years  ago  the 
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Japanese  outnumbered  the  Europeans.  Now  it  is 
the  Arabs.  Not  since  the  days  of  Caliph  Omar 
have  the  Arabs  spread  with  such  lightning  speed 
over  the  face  of  the  globe,  as  they  have  in  the  last 
two  years.  Then  it  was  with  the  scimitar;  now  it 
is  with  the  petrodollar.  And  wherever  they  go  they 
make  mini-Arabistans.  They  don't  like  bland 
European  food,  so  they  patronise  the  spicier  Indian, 
Pakistani  or  Bangladeshi  fare. 

The  only  sight-seeing  I  could  do  during  my  tour  of 
land  was  the  visit  to  Rugby  school.  I  had  been  to 
by  several  times  since  1977  as  my  sister's  family  lives 
lat  town.  But  I  never  had  a  couple  of  hours  to  spare 
ake  a  tour  of  the  Rugby  school.  My  sister  and  I  went 
le  school  and  paid  £4  for  two  people  to  take  the  tour. 

/  asked  us  to  wait  hoping  somebody  else  would  come 
nat  the  guide  (who  is  a  student  there)  could  make  some 
ley  worth  her  time  she  spends  to  show  us  around, 
artunately  nobody  turned  up.  Hence  it  was  a  special 
just  for  two  of  us.  The  attraction  of  the  tour  can  be 
med  up  in  the  words  they  advertised  in  their 
leaflet. 

Visit  Rugby  School,  birthplace  of  Rugby 
Football,  scene  of  Tom  Brown's 
Schooldays,  home  of  the  poet  Rupert 
Brooke  and  the  School  which  educated 
Lewis  Carroll,  author  of  Alice  in 
Wonderland.  The  School  Museum  tells 
the  story  of  Rugby,  its  people  and  its 
famous  game. 
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On  Monday  10th  March  I  was  taken  to  Stansted 
airport  near  Cambridge.  It  is  a  new  airport  When  I 
reached  the  airport  I  realised  that  my  flight  to  Amsterdam 
would  be  delayed.  That  means  my  connection  to 
Germany  from  Amsterdam  will  be  missed. 


When  I  was  worried  about  it  I  was  told  that  U.  K.  Air 
which  is  in  a  business  collaboration  with  KLM  would 
fly  me  direct  to  Germany  without  taking  me  to  Amsterdam. 
New  tickets  were  issued  by  U.  K.  Air.  Thus  I  flew  from 
Stansted  to  Dusseldorf.  From  there  a  small  aircraft  of 
Eurowings  took  me  to  Leipzig.  Thus  the  delay  of  two 
hours  in  departure  from  England  did  not  affect  my  arrival 

time  in  Leipzig. 


CHAPTER  3 


Sixth  Visit  To  Germany 

Prof.  Hermann  Golz  and  Prof.  Jurgen  Tubach  of  the 
artin  Luther  University  of  Halle-Wittenburg  reached 
3ipzig  airport  in  time.  My  flight  had  touched  ahead  of 
:hedule.  So  the  Professors  did  not  have  to  wait  to 
ceive  me.  I  was  already  there  to  receive  them. 

Prof.  Jurgen  Tubach  teaches  in  the  Theological 
acuity  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Seminar  for  Orthodox 
hurches.  Prof.  Hermann  Golz  is  also  in  the  Theological 
acuity  but  is  the  head  of  the  Institute  for  Historical 
heology.  Both  are  interested  in  the  Assyrian  Church. 

Professor  Tubach  and  his  wife  had  met  me  when  they 
ame  to  the  St.  Ephrem's  Ecumenical  Research  Institute 
S.  E.  E.  R.  I.)  in  Kottayam,  Kerala.  Martin  Luther 
niversity  in  Halle  prepared  a  memorandum  of 
nderstanding  for  recognizing  the  two-year  M.  A  course 
i  Syriac  for  students  to  register  for  a  doctoral  research 
i  Halle,  Germany.  There  are  plans  for  exchange  of 
;aff  and  students  from  Halle  to  S.  E.  E.  R.  I.  in  Kottayam. 

Leipzig  is  the  nearest  airport  for  Halle.  I  have  heard 
ie  name  of  Leipzig  when  I  was  a  teenager  because  the 
udra  (3  volumes  of  prayer  book  |n  Syriac)  was  printed 
iere  in  1 886  A.  D.  We  were  using  it  in  India  until  Hudra 
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of  the  Church  of  the  East  was  printed  in  India  in  I960- 
Leipzig  is  the  leading  name  for  printing  books  in  Syriac 

language. 

Staying  with  Professor  Tubach  was  pleasant.  His 
house  in  Halle  is  fully  packed  wJh  books.  Even  they  do 
not  have  a  TV  set.  They  have  no  t  me  for  such  things. 
Their  passion  is  learning  and  lecturing. 

It  was  my  sixth  trip  to  Germany,  the  previous  five 
visits  were  in  June  1977,  Sept.  80,  Oct.  83,  June  90  and 
June  94.  But  this  was  the  first  time  I  visited  Germany 
in  March.  Hence  it  was  very  cold  i.  e.,  plus  3  degrees! 
That  is  better  than  minus  3  degree  which  I  experienced  in 
Vienna,  Denmark  and  Sweden  in  Feb-March  1996. 

About  the  Indians  in  Germany  the  observations  made 
by  the  renowned  Indian  writer  Khushwant  Singh  in  1978 
are  still  valid,  p.  1 69. 

15000  Indians  are  living  in  Germany.  More 
than  a  third  of  these  are  nurses  from  Kerala.  There 
are  almost  a  thousand  doctors,  engineers  and 
scientists.  Indian  diplomatic  personnel  and  others 
engaged  in  state  enterprises  account  for  almost 
6,000.  The  number  of  students  is  no  more  than 
300 — and  largely  indebted  to  the  munificence  of 
the  German  Academic  Exchange  Service  and  the 
Alexander  Von  Humboldt  Foundation.  Since 
nurses  from  Kerala  form  the  single  largest  group, 
cultural  activities  of  Indians  in  Germany  are 
largely  Malayalam  and  Catholic-oriented.  (There 
are  half  a  dozen  hospitals  and  old  age  homes 
entirely  manned  by  Indian  nurses.)  This  small 
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Indian  community  publishes  six  journals:  My  World 
in  Malayalam,  Engl  sh  and  German;  Nadan  Katha 
in  Malayalam  is  10  years  old;  the  other  two  are 
cyclo-styled  sheets. 

ialle  (Saale) 

The  place  of  attraction  in  the  city  is  the  Franckeschen 
Btiftungen.  There  is  a  museum  with  a  rare  collection  of 

articles  and  specimens  collected  by  Francke.  The  portrait 
\lo.  148  is  that  of  Bartholomaius  Ziegenbalg,  the  first 

-utheran  who  started  m'ssion  work  in  South  India.  Ha 
vith  Plutschau  were  the  founders  of  the  Danish  mission 

work  in  Tranquebar  in  1 706,  which  is  the  first  Protestant 
nission  work  anywhere  in  India.  I  saw  the  first  Tamil 

ranslation  of  the  Bible  preserved  there. 

A  lot  of  buildings  and  schools  were  being  renovated, 
^rof.  Tubach  suggested  that  we  could  hold  the  Symposium 
Syriacum  of  2004  A.  D.  in  the  big  hall  in  that  building. 

The  next  Symposium  in  2000  A.  D.  has  been  already 
nvited  by  Prof.  Rafaat  Ebied  of  the  University  of  Sydney 
n  Australia. 

Francke  Foundation  is  really  impressive.  It  was 

i  part  of  the  univers  ty  of  Halle  at  the  time  of  communist 
ule.  Now  it  is  independent  and  renovations  are  seen 

everywhere  in  the  buildings  indicating  a  restoration  to 
ts  former  glory. 

The  Director,  an  English  lady,  explained  to  me  the 
ictivities  of  the  Frankeschen  Stiftungen  and  expressed  a 

lope  that  a  public  lecture  would  be  arranged  if  I  would 
nform  them  about  my  future  visit  to  Germany  sufficiently 
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August  Hermann  Francke  (1663-1727)  was  a  German 
Pietist  and  educationist  born  at  Lubeck.  He  started  h,s 
c^Ier  as  a  lecturer  at  Leipzig  in  1686.  He  ^apjxunted 

in  1692  professor  in  the  newly  founde<?  U"'verSI'y  ^ 
Halle  and  pastor  of  Glauchan  near  Halle.  I  1695 ^he 
started  his  famous  Institutes  now  known  as  Franckesche 
Stiftungen.  In  1696  he  started  Pedagogium  and  the 
orphanage.  A  publishing  house  and  a  dispensary  were 
added.  In  1713  the  Prussian  king  Frederick  William  I 
visited  there.  The  King's  educational  legislation  shows 
the  influence  of  Francke's  works. 


Dr.  Johannes  Lepsius  had  corresponded  with  our 
Assyrians  in  Persia  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
The  Archives  kept  in  the  University  of  Halle  (Saale)  has 
these  letters  preserved. 


Prof.  Golz  showed  me  these  letters  and  presented  the 
copies  of  the  same.  Some  are  in  Syriac  only  and  some 
with  German  translation. 


Mar  Benyamiri  Shimun  Patriarch's  letter  dated  1911 
sent  from  Qudshanis,  letters  of  Mar  Aprem  David,  Bishop 


of 

Urmia  are  of  interest  to  our  Church.  A 

list  of  docu- 

merits  given  to  me  are  given 

below. 

Sender 

Place 

Date 

1. 

Syriache  Priester  u.  a. 

Urmia/Dilgusha 

1897/03/15 

2. 

Sherin  (?),  Syrerin 

Urmia 

1898/10/01 

3. 

Mar  Johannes,  Jacob 

Thomas  men 

Stockholm 

1922/19/04 

4. 

Mar  Johannes,  Jacob 

1922/10/02 

Thomas  men 

Stockholm 
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3. 

7. 

3. 

3. 

0. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

3. 

3. 


David  Aphrem,  Bischof 


von  Urmia 

Urmia 

1913/05/15 

N.  N. 

9  9 

1907/ 

Mar  Shimmon, 

Patriarch  of  the  East  Qutshanis 

David  Aphrem,  Bischof 

1911/07 

von  Urmia  (???) 

Urmia 

1911/07 

Batushua,  llishua  Shellu  ,,/Degalah 

1907/11 

/  /  //  9  9 

/  /  /  it 

1907/10/17 

99  99  99 

1 1 

1907/11/ 

Ismael,  David  A. 

Berlin 

1909/01/04 

N.  N. 

Choi 

1907/09/04 

Mirza,  D. 
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Addai  Scher 
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Ali  Khan 

Berlin  W 

1910/05/05 

During  my  stay  in  Halle  Syrian  Orthodox  monk  Hanna 
/deen  was  always  with  me.  We  visited  also  Wittenberg 
e  place  of  Martin  Luther.  There  I  saw  a  painting  of 

artin  Luther,  the  Reformer  and  hymn  writer  playing  lute, 
most  similar  to  Lid,  the  Arab  musical  instrument. 

From  Halle  I  went  by  train  to  BONN  and  visited  the 
ullers  to  meet  Christopher  and  Jenny  adopted  from 
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Mar  Timotheus  Memorial  Orphanage.  I  attended  th< 
mouth  organ  class  which  these  two  children  were 
attending.  Mrs.  Agnes  Fre  I  nghaus,  an  active  socia 
worker,  was  teaching  many  children  how  to  play  a  mouti 
organ. 

During  this  visit  I  did  not  get  time  to  see  any  historic 
place  in  Bonn  or  in  Cologne.  Actually  I  had  seen  botf 
these  cities  in  my  previous  tours.  Bonn  is  well  knowr 
being  the  capital  city  of  Germany.  But  Cologne  i; 
more  famous  because  of  its  beautiful  Cathedral  and  othe 
places  of  tourist  interest. 

Cologne  is  pronounced  Koln  in  German  language 
It  is  only  34  Kms  north  west  of  Bonn.  It  lies  65  meter; 
above  sea  level  on  the  Rhine  river.  The  city  has  an  are? 
of  400  sq.  km. 

Claudius  the  Roman  emperor,  founded  this  city  ol 
war  veterans  in  50  A.  D.  and  named  it  after  his  wife 
Colonia  Agrippina  who  was  born  in  that  area.  She  wa; 
the  mother  of  Nero.  Her  name  was  shortened  to  Colonic 
and  later  Cologne  in  French  and  Koln  in  German. 

The  mighty  twin  spires  of  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne 
were  built  in  1248  A.  D.  It  is  515  feet  tall  visible  from 
long  distance.  Many  Roman  Catholics  from  Kerala  live 
and  work  in  or  around  Koln.  The  city  has  about  3C 
museums  and  120  art  galleries. 

From  Bonn  Mrs.  Muller  put  me  in  a  train  to  Frankfurt, 
At  D  eburg,  a  suburb  of  Frankfurt,  I  visited  Grunzweigs 
and  Nicola  Chitra,  another  adopted  child  from  Trichur, 
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On  15th  March  our  Assyrian  priest  in  Wiesbadan 
sha  Emmanuel  Khoshaba  and  Jack  Davoud  received 
in  Frankfurt.  I  instantly  felt  at  home  in  the  Assyrian 
npany  although  I  was  meeting  them  for  the  first  time, 
sha  Emmanuel  from  Iraq  speaks  good  English. 

On  Sunday,  the  16th  March  I  did  Qurbana  in  our  Mar 
mun  Bar  Sabbae  Assyrian  congregation  at  Wiesbadan. 
have  no  Church  of  our  own.  But  the  Roman  Catholic 
urch  has  given  a  good  Church  for  our  own  use.  We 
iduct  Qurbana  on  alternate  Sundays  as  our  only  priest 
Sermany  has  other  places  to  go.  He  is  also  conducting 
rbana  in  Vienna  once  in  two  months. 

After  I  finished  Qurbana  at  12'0  clock  noon  the  priest 
d  me  that  there  was  a  baptism  to  be  conducted  and  he 

s  willing  to  do  it  himself  if  I  were  tired.  But  I  was 
:  tired  as  it  was  a  cold  country.  In  India  I  usually  get 
d  if  I  do  not  eat  till  12'0  clock  noon.  Thus  I  was 
>py  to  do  the  baptism  of  a  baby  named  George  (same 
my  baptism  name).  It  is  the  only  baptism  I  have 
iducted  outside  India  during  my  thirty  foreign  trips. 

Benyamin  Odisho,  Noya  Chamchoun,  Jomiel  David, 
:k  Davoud  and  others  were  happy  to  hear  about  the 
hanage  in  the  name  of  late  Mar  Abimalek  Timotheus 
which  my  mother  donated  her  land.  I  stayed  in  the 
jse  of  Jack  Davoud  whose  wife  told  me  in  Assyrian 
guage  that  she  had  received  Holy  Qurbana  from  my 
ids  a  few  months  earlier  at  Tell  Tamer  in  Syria  where 
i  comes  from. 

Alberto  Michael  drove  me  to  Stutgart  in  the  afternoon, 
had  an  Assyrian  gathering  and  Kha  ramsha  (Supper) 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOD 


66 


there  too.  Many  photos  were  taken.  After  staying 
overnight  in  an  Assyrian  home  I  was  put  in  the  train  to 
Munchen  the  next  day. 


At  Munchen  Mrs.  Brigitte  Huber  and  Paul  Huber  hac 
adopted  Saritha  and  Thomas  Aprem  from  Trichur.  I  hac 
given  my  name  to  the  boy  when  I  baptised  h.m  ir 
Trichur  before  he  went  to  his  adopted  home  in  Germany. 

Diane  Leukert  and  her  adopted  son  Timothy  Paulsor 
came  to  see  me.  Msgr  Dr.  Wald  Muller,  the  ecumen.ca 
Ordinary  of  the  Archbishop  of  Munich  came  to  meet  me 
I  attended  St.  Patrick's  Day  celebration  with  Irish  guest 
in  the  handicapped  children's  home  where  Mrs.  Brigitt 
Huber  was  teaching  a  few  lessons.  She  had  earned  i 
Master  of  Theology  degree  from  the  Munchen  Universit 
and  recently  she  was  ordained  to  perform  priestly  dutie 
in  the  Lutheran  Church. 


On  the  way  to  the  airport  Dr.  Hubert  Kaufhold  joine 
us.  He  is  an  honorary  professor  of  Canon  Law  in  Municl1 
Though  a  Catholic  layman  he  is  translating  the  cod.ficatio 
of  Canon  Law  of  Mar  Abdisho  of  Suwa  (d.  1318)  fror 
Syriac  to  German. 


During  my  stay  in  Germany  I  missed  the  dail 
newspapers.  I  read  six  newspapers  daily  in  India.  It  i 
difficult  to  obtain  newspapers  in  English  in  German1 
Even  German  newspapers  are  not  read  by  German  peop! 
as  we  do  Malayalam  or  English  newspapers  in  Indi 
The  Indian  newspapers  are  cheaper  than  the  cheape 
newspaper  abroad.  The  cheapest  outside  India  is  T! 
Herald  of  Zimbabwe  which  is  only  Rs.  8,  which  is  muc 
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jgher  than  all  the  English  and  vernacular  dailies  in  India, 
he  cost  of  some  costly  newspapers  are  given  below  in 
escending  order. 


.  Tagas  Anzeiger  (Switzerland) 
Denmark 

Daqenshyketer  (Sweden) 
Frankfurter  (Germany) 

».  Sydney  Morning  Herald 
5.  The  Independent  (U.  K.) 

\  The  Straits  Times  (Singapore) 
\.  Kompas  (Indonesia) 


Rs.  50 
„  49 
„  46 
„  42 
„  25 
„  23 
„  15 
„  10 


Not  only  the  cost  but  also  the  time  factor  is  important 
or  foreigners.  Since  they  know  the  news  from  the  TV 
ind  radio  (even  while  they  are  driving)  they  are  not  keen 
o  purchase  newspapers  daily.  In  India  we  can  get  a 
jortion  of  the  cost  (between  25%  and  50%)  of  these 
newspapers  by  selling  the  used  newspapers  for  wrapping 
he  goods,  which  the  shops  sell. 


In  foreign  countries  nobody  uses  the  old  newspapers, 
rhere  are  beautifully  printed  plastic  or  paper  bags  for  this 
)urpose.  The  consumerist  crazy  society  in  India  is  now 
iping  it. 


Before  I  conclude  my  report  on  my  visit  to  Germany 
will  be  less  honest  if  I  do  not  share  my  thought  with 
ny  readers  that  was  agitating  my  mind.  Many  of  my 
veil  wishers  express  their  mind  against  mentioning  it. 
3ut  what  I  want  to  achieve  by  mentioning  it  is  a  change 
)f  heart  for  the  better.  We  should  not  condemn  others 
vho  do  not  agree  with  us  totally  on  some  issues. 
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When  I  visited  Germany  in  1 983  some  Assyrians  in 
Frankfurt  did  not  like  it  as  I  did  not  belong  to  the  new 
Gregorian  calendar  group.  I  was  following  the  old 
Julian  calendar.  I  was  in  Germany  in  order  to  read  paper 
at  the  conference  of  the  Oriental  Canon  Law  which  was 
held  in  1983  in  Freiburg,  Germany.  I  kept  away  from  the 
Assyrian  Church  politics. 

It  was  therefore  an  unpleasant  surprise  to  me  when 
I  received  the  following  letter  from  the  Assyrian  Youth  o  1 
Frankfurt,  Germany. 

ASSYRISCHE  JUDGEND  VEREINIGUNG.  e.  V. 

6000  -  Frankfurt/M 

Postfach:  2379  ; 

i 

Mr.  Aprem, 

Now  we  know  what  kind  of  stupid  person  you  are. 

Where  you  got  the  title  "Doctor  of  Theologie"? 

It  looks  for  us  Assyrian  people  of  America  and  Europe 
that  the  same  stupid  people  as  you  are  one  gave  it  to  you 
We  the  Assyrian  Union  ask  you:  from  whom  you  got  the 
money  to  go  to  Baghdad,  to  London  and  America? 

In  the  name  of  our  Assyrian  Church,  even  you  are  no 
Assyrian  but  Indian?  Never  in  history  an  Indian  has  beei 
a  bishop  of  our  Assyrian  Church. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  write  to  somebody  as  you  a  lone 
letter. 

Only  we  want  to  let  you  know  that  the  Assyrian  Unior 
will  be  very  happy  to  hear  when  you  are  in  Europe  o 
Germany.  Then  we  shave  your  beard  and  put  it  in  you 
pocket." 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  aggravate  the  antagonism  by 
ommenting  on  the  contents  of  this  venemous  letter.  I 

egan  to  examine  my  conscience  whether  I  deserve  such 
uschievous  verdict  from  some  Assyrian  youth  whom  I 
ever  met. 

Ever  after  this  event  whenever  I  went  abroad  my 
mother  enquired  whether  it  was  near  the  people  who 
ireatened  me  about  shaving  off  my  beard.  Salman 
ushdie  has  to  be  afraid  of  the  Fatwa  of  the  Iranian 
saders.  The  British  government  has  to  spend  millions 
f  British  Pounds  to  protect  him  from  the  ire  of  his  Islamic 
nemies. 

Personally  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  protect  my  beard 
om  my  unknown  enemies.  Therefore  I  kept  away  from 
ssyrians  during  my  two  trips  to  Germany  in  June  1990 
nd  June  1994  after  this  Fatwa. 

Now  in  March  1997  when  I  was  invited  by  the 
niversity  in  Halle  my  perference  was  to  finish  my 
^search  in  the  University  and  not  to  meddle  with 
Assyrian  politics/'  Anyhow  I  took  the  risk  to  accept 
le  hospitality  of  the  Assyrians  and  say  Qurbana  for  them. 

"They  are  not  among  us  now.  Those  Assyrians  of 
983  migrated  to  America.  Or  they  may  have  changed- 
>yalty  to  the  Old  Calendar  group.  Do  you  want  to  meet 
lem?"  one  Assyrian  asked  me.  "No,  never,"  replied 
thanking  God  for  the  beard  which  was  still  untouched 
/en  14  years  after  the  threat. 

These  thoughts  are  expressed  here  for  not  to  revive 
i  old  controversy.  But  to  see  how  uncharitable  we  are 
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in  making  judgement  about  others  whom  we  do  not  like. 
If  some  of  those  Assyrians  who  wrote  that  letter  happen 
to  read  these  words  now,  let  us  hope  that  they  would  take 
it  in  the  real  Christian  love. 

The  following  words  from  the  well  known  chorus 
ring  in  my  ears  : 

"And  they'll  know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love 

by  our  love 

Yes,  they'll  know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love." 

Another  city  in  Germany  where  Assyrians  live  is 
Berlin.  I  bad  visited  Berlin  in  1980  after  the  3rd  Syriac 
Symposium  which  was  held  in  Gottingen,  Germany. 
Dr.  Gabriele  Yonan  is  a  German  scholar  who  wrote  on 
Assyrians  Today  in  German  language.  Since  she  had  been 
to  Trichur  to  meet  me  she  invited  me  to  visit  Berlin.  • 
had  only  one  day  visit.  I  knew  there  are  several  Assyrians 
in  Berlin.  But  I  think  that  they  are  not  well  united  to 
form  a  strong  Assyrian  congregation. 

As  I  was  in  Halle  I  knew  that  there  are  only  2  hours 
by  train  to  Berlin.  The  university  in  Berlin  has 
manuscripts  in  Syriac.  But  there  was  no  time  to  go  and 
look  at  the  books  in  Oriental  department  of  the  University- 
I  wish  in  future  l  will  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  Berlin 
again  after  my  only  visit  there  which  was  in  1980.  There 
will  be  a  lot  of  changes  then.  Berlin  wall  (fence)  that 
separated  East  Germany  from  West  Germany  where  I  had 
stood  in  1980  is  no  more  there.  The  united  Germany  has 
its  own  problems  as  the  people  in  the  East  Germany  were 
poorer  compared  to  the  affluent  in  the  Wast  Germany. 


CHAPTER  4 

In  Amsterdam 

When  I  changed  my  ticket  Frankfurt  to  Amsterdam 
to  Munich  to  Amsterdam  I  thought  I  would  have  to  pay 
r  the  extra  distance.  Nevertheless  the  KLM  people  were 
ry  considerate.  They  did  not  charge  any  extra  for  this 
lange. 

In  1996  when  I  passed  through  Amsterdam  while 
turning  after  visiting  our  Church  in  Sweden  I  had  to 
a/  inside  the  airport  as  I  did  not  take  visa  of  Benelex 
untries.  That  visa  was  for  three  countries  namely 
ilgium,  Netherlands  and  Luxumbourg.  My  readers,  I 
>pe,  are  not  like  the  lady  at  New  York's  Kennedy 
ternational  airport  who  refused  to  give  me  boarding 
ss  to  my  New  York-Amsterdam  flight  because  my 
melex  visa  entitled  me  to  enter  Netherlands,  but  not 
) ! land.  Even  when  I  told  her  that  Holland  is  another 
me  for  Netherlands  she  was  slow  to  listen  to  me.  That 
3s  way  back  in  1 977. 

In  1997  I  could  go  to  Amsterdam  with  a  visa  issued 
the  German  Consulate  in  Madras,  India  because  the 
w  agreement  signed  by  the  Benelex  countries  as  well 
Germany,  France,  Portugual  and  Spain  at  a  town  called 
hengen  in  Holland  entitles  us  to  visit  all  of  the 
hengen  countries  with  a  Schengen  visa  issued  by  one 
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of  those  seven  countries.  (Now  in  October  1 997  a  new 
agreement  includes  Italy  also  into  this  fellowship).  My 
personal  wish  is  that  we  should  be  able  to  visit  whole 

Europe  with  one  visa. 

In  the  Amsterdam  airport  I  walked  without  immigrat¬ 
ion  control  because  we  were  flying  from  Munich  in 
Germany.  If  I  vvere  flying  from  Bombay,  not  only  the 
immigration  control  is  strict  but  also  the  big  dog  snuffing 
for  drugs  too  would  have  been  there  as  in  the  previous 

tour. 

r 

When  I  reached  the  arriving  hall  at  Amsterdam's 
Schiphol  airport,  I  saw  Atee  and  Ali  Duyn  waiting  for  me 
along  with  their  adopted  son  David.  Since  I  had  been 
there  twice  before  David  was  fam  I  ar  to  me.  They  were 
happy  to  see  me.  They  drove  me  to  their  home  at  Eefde 
which  was  about  two  hours  drive. 

Since  I  had  less  than  one-and-  a  half  day  before 
returning  to  India,  I  could  not  visit  the  other  child  adopted 
from  the  same  orphanage  in  Trichur  by  Peter  Ultee.  Since 
they  live  in  Aardenburg  which  was  in  another  direction  I 
could  not  go  to  see  them  as  I  did  in  1988  when  I  went  to 
Louvain  University  in  Belgium  to  attend  the  Syriac 
Symposium.  Actually  Peter  Ultee  had  come  to  Louvain 
and  had  driven  me  to  Aardenburg.  In  my  visit  to  Holland 
after  1988  which  was  in  June  1994,  I  nad  to  be  satisfied 
with  Eefde  and  not  Aardenburg. 

r 

Dr.  Bernard  Peters  was  another  friend  I  wanted  to 
visit,  f  had  dinner  with  him  in  the  previous  visit.  But 
in  this  visit  there  was  no  time.  There  was  rain  also. 
Actually  he  was  staying  not  far  from  Eefde.  He  was  my 
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ighbour  in  our  childhood  days  in  Trichur.  He  became 
ioctor  of  animals  and  after  going  to  Germany  began  to 
rse  the  bones  of  human  beingr.  I  became  a  doctor  of 
uls  of  humans. 

Another  family  I  had  visited  in  1980  as  well  as  in 
83  near  Amsterdam  is  that  of  Shmoue!  Ibrahim  I  tele- 
oned  to  him  in  June  1994  and  he  told  me  that  I  was 
ilcome  to  his  home.  The  two  small  girls  I  had  met  in 
80  and  1983  have  grown  big;  he  says. 

On  Thursday  20  March  1997  I  telephoned  to  the  KLM 
rice  in  Amsterdam  to  reconfirm  my  return  flight  as  it  is 
mpulsory  that  we  re  confirm  our  flights  after  reaching  a 
w  country  usually  72  hours  prior  to  the  departure.  Here 
idn't  have  3  days.  When  I  re  confirmed  the  flight  I  had  to 
II  them  ticket  number  and  some  details  they  ask.  I  took 
it  the  ticket  from  my  pocket.  After  finishing  the  re 
nfirmation  by  phone  I  put  my  ticket  back.  I  guess  one 
upon  which  is  essential  for  my  flight  from  Amsterdam 
3S  probably  detached  from  the  main  ticket. 

On  Friday  21  March  1997  Atee  Duyn  took  me  to  the 
Iway  station  near  to  Eefde  and  put  me  in  the  express 
lin  going  to  Schiphol  airport.  I  thought  it  was  con- 
nient.  Because  in  the  previous  trip  the  traffic  was  thick 
l  the  way  to  the  Airport  and  we  were  about  to  miss 
e  flight.  This  time  the  train  wilf  not  be  slowed  down 
f  the  road  traffic.  Still  for  some  reason  the  train  was 
e  in  arriving  the  Schiphol  railway  station. 

On  the  rail  way  platform  was  a  trolly.  I  pushed  it  up 
3  escalator  straight  to  the  check-in  counter.  How 
nvenient.  In  many  airports  the  train  stations  are  very 
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far.  It  will  be  convenient  if  railway  stations  are  built 
next  to  the  airport. 

I  rushed  to  the  counter  to  get  my  boarding  pass.  I 
was  told  that  one  coupon  was  missing  from  my  ticket 
jacket.  I  searched  my  pocket  for  the  missing  coupon. 

Anticipating  my  worry  she  said  "Don't  worry,  you  goto 

another  section  and  request  for  a  duplicate  coupon  and 
come  back  to  me.  When  you  come  back  don't  wait  in 
the  queue  again.  You  will  miss  your  flight.  I  rushe 
to  another  counter  and  obtained  a  new  ticket  without 
paying  anything.  I  rushed  back  and  without  waiting  in 
the  queue  went  to  the  lady  who  had  attended  on  me 
earlier  and  waited  to  finish  her  work  with  the  customer 
she  was  serving. 


But  there  is  another  lady  like  a  policewoman  not  to 
let  any  customer  to  jump  the  queue.  She  came  tome 

and  told  me  that  I  had  to  go  back  to  the  long  queue. 
I  knew  that  I  would  miss  the  flight  if  I  obeyed  her  orders. 

I  told  her  that  her  colleague  had  asked  me  to  go  straight 
to  her.  Fortunately  my  statement  was  corroborated  by 
the  kind  lady  and  I  could  get  my  boarding  pass  in  time- 

After  visiting  David  adopted  by  Atee  &  Ali  Duyn  I 

concluded  this  trip.  My  reservation  from  Amsterdam  tc 
Bombay  was  still  in  the  waiting  list  even  after  four  weeks 
Hence  I  flew  to  Dubai.  There  I  was  given  a  boardinc 
Pass  of  the  Emirates  flight  to  Bombay. 


From  Bombay  1  flew  to  Cochin  and  by  car  to  Trichu 
to  reach  there  to  lead  Hamsha  (evening)  prayers  on  th< 
eve  of  Oshana  at  the  Marth  Maryam  Cathedral.  Thi 

was  my  29th  Oshana  (Palm  Sunday)  since  I  became 
Metropolitan.  I  never  missed  an  Oshana  in  Trichur  in  al 

these  years. 


CHAPTER  5 


Mumbai  To  Chicago 

On  17th  June  night  i.e.,  early  morning  of  Wednesday 
June  18th  1997  my  journey  commenced  from  Mumbai 
nternational  airport.  The  Korean  Air  was  bound  to  Seoul 
n a  Bangkok. 

Around  7  a.  m.  in  Bangkok  we  reached  that  airport 
ifter  flying  for  about  hours.  It  was  only  5.30  a.  m.  in 
ny  watch.  India  is  1  £  hours  behind  Thailand.  We  did 
lot  want  to  get  out  of  the  aircraft.  But  we  were  forced 

o  move  out  for  one  hour.  It  was  cleaning-up  operation 
or  many  of  the  transit  passengers  who  created  a  long 
jueue  near  the  wash  rooms. 

We  were  not  keen  to  go  to  the  restaurant  for  refresh- 
nents,  as  we  had  enough  and  more  in  the  aircraft.  We 
vere  about  to  get  a  good  breakfast  as  we  got  into  the  air 
raft  again.  Hence  I  injected  my  daily  insulin  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  breakfast  I  was  about  to  receive.  It  was 
vise  to  wait  till  we  got  into  the  aircraft  as  I  was  not  sure 
bout  what  time  we  would  hear  the  announcement  to  get 
ito  the  aircraft.  Many  unusual  delays  are  usual  in  these 
Durneys.  It  is  convenient  to  open  your  suitcase  and  take 
ut  insulin  bottles  etc  in  the  transit  lounge  rather  than  in 
ie  aircraft.  1  he  space  is  limited  in  the  aircraft.  In  the 


66 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOD 


first  class  there  is  more  leg  space  but  in  the  economy 
class  there  is  only  just  enough  space  for  legs  and  hands. 

After  a  halt  of  one  hour  we  continued  our  flight  to 
Seoul  Korea  in  the  same  aircraft.  At  Seoul  we  had  to 
change  into  a  new  flight  with  a  separate  boarding  pass. 

I  do  not  recall  how  much  was  the  flight  time  from 
Bangkok  to  Seoul,  may  be  four  hours  or  more. 

The  flight  time  from  Seoul,  Korea  to  Chicago,  U.  S.  A. 
was  12*  hours.  It  was  anon-stop  flight.  We  crossed 
the  time  barrier  over  Japan.  Thus  we  left  Korea  on 
Wednesday  18th  June  and  reached  the  same  day  in  the 
U.  S.  A.  Some  passengers  adjusted  their  watches.  I 
didn't  do  it.  Because  I  knew  that  I  have  to  change  back 
again  when  I  return,  to  add  one  day  when  we  cross  the 
time-barrier  over  Japan. 

At  Chicago's  Ohare  airport  which  isthe  busiest  airport 
in  the  world  (London's  Heathrow  is  the  second).  Bishop 
Aprim  Khamis  was  waiting  for  me  with  Shamasha 
Dadway.  Some  people  pronounce  his  name  as  That  Way. 
But  Deacon  tells  me  the  truth  that  his  name  is  Dhaveed 
and  somebody  spelt  it  as  Dhadway.  Our  priest  in 
Denmark  is  Albert  Phaneemon.  1  asked  him  whether  il 
was  Philemon.  He  said,  "No,  it  is  Benyamin  or  Benjamin, 
But  somebody  spelt  it  Phaneemon  and  it  stayed." 


I  was  taken  to  Morton  Grove,  a  suburb  of  Chicago 
where  Mar  Aprim  Khamis  and  His  Holiness  the  Catholico* 
Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  live.  Later  I  was  taken  to  th( 
house  of  Mrs.  Juliet  Rehana  Kasha  where  Bishop  Poulos< 
Mar  Poulose  and  myself  were  to  stay. 
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I  will  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  do  not  record  a  word 
appreciation  to  this  teacher  who  had  helped  the  Mar 
motheus  Charitable  hospital  in  Trichur.  We  got  5-star 
satment  in  the  residence  of  this  widow.  Her  85-year-old 
other  also  took  care  to  see  our  stay  was  comfortable. 
ie  helped  me  to  read  evangelion  in  modern  Syriac  for 
e  church  service.  She  had  a  New  Testament  always 
»ar  her.  Juliet's  both  sons,  Athor  and  Ramson,  also 
iw  to  our  comfort  during  our  stay  in  the  home.  Juliet's 
other  passed  away  a  few  days  after  my  stay  in  her  home. 

This  Synod  was  the  sixth  synod  after  His  Holiness 
ar  Dinkha  IV  came  to  the  headship  of  our  Church  more 
an  20  years  ago  (17  Oct.  1976).  But  for  Mar  Poulose 
id  I  it  was  the  first  one.  But  we  never  felt  strangers  or 
te  comers.  We  were  one  in  the  spirit  with  a  desire  to 
ce  the  challenges  of  the  3rd  millennium,  in  the  context 
:the  ecumenical  dialogues. 

The  Pro  Oriente's  3rd  Syriac  Consultation  (July  8-1 1 ) 
as  a  great  experience.  The  joint  Communique  released 
the  final  day  tells  about  the  positive  outcome.  In 
Idition  to  the  members  of  the  Syriac  Commission  like 
ishop  Mar  Bawai  Soro  and  myself,  there  were  observers 
ce  Amba  Bishoi,  Metropolitan  and  emmisary  of  Pope 
:henuda  of  the  Coptic  Church  in  Cairo.  Representing 
e  Church  in  Alexandria  Amba  Bishoi  is  critical  of  the 

ssyrian  Church  (nicknamed  Nestorian)  which  uses  some 
jgative  adjectives  to  Cyril  of  Alexandria  (the  leader  who 

mdemned  Nestorius  in  431  A.  D.).  We  announced  that 
ir  holy  Synod  decreed  to  remove  all  such  "prayers"  from 
ir  liturgical  books.  I  reiterated  in  the  Pro  Oriente 
eeting  that  God  would  not  be  pleased  by  our  condemnat- 
ns  and  our  prayers  with  evil  desires  would  not~be 
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answered.  Let  us  hope  that  other  churches  will  also  omit 
such  condemnation. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  conduct  Holy  Qurbana  in  five 
different  Churches  in  the  U.  S.  A.  during  the  visit  of  4* 
weeks.  May  I  list  them  in  the  chronological  order. 

June  22  Mar  Sargis  Church 

1850  W  Cuyler,  Chicago,  60613 

„  29  Marth  Maryam  Church 

660  Larson  Lane 
Rosalie,  Illinois  60172 

July  6  Mar  Gewargis  Cathedral 
7201  N.  Ashland 
Chicago  60626 

„  13  St.  Thomas  Church 

1 20  Cabot  St. 

New  Britain.  Ct  06053 

,,  20  Marth  Maryam  Church 
6903  Rodford  Ave. 

North  Hollywood,  Calif  91605 

Words  are  not  sufficient  for  me  to  record  how  gratefu 
I  am  to  all  the  priests,  deacons  and  committee  members 
and  choir  members. 

In  Mar  Sargis  Church  I  was  happy  to  meet  Julia 
widow  of  my  Syriac  Malpan  late  archdeacon  Kaku  Lazar 
She  is  a  grand  daughter  of  Malik  Ismaiel  of  Tiari  who  wai 
a  top  lay  leader  of  the  Assyrian  Church  in  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  She  was  staying  with  her  younge 
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aughter  Alexandra  who  took  me  to  her  house  after 
lurbana.  Alexandra's  elder  sister  Mariyam  was  also  very 
luch  active  the  whole  week  to  give  a  ride  to  bishops  and 
o  serve  at  the  table.  The  sister  in  between  these  two 
Iso  came  to  meet  me.  I  have  met  all  of  them  when  I 
ad  stayed  with  my  teacher  while  he  was  Qasha  at  Mar  Zala 
lathedral  in  Karrada't  Maryam,  Bagdad  in  1962.  Now 
ley  look  different  after  35  years. 

When  I  talked  to  my  friends  that  I  used  to  weigh  82 
igs  and  now  I  weigh  70,  a  friend  asked  "Bishop,  are 
ou  really  70?  You  look  only  65."  He  did  not  know  that 
was  talking  about  my  weight  and  not  my  age.  Now  my 
American  readers  ask  me  how  much  is  70  Kgs  in  pounds. 
res,  Indians  used  to  measure  in  pounds.  Some  years  ago 
/e  got  converted  to  Kgs.  70  Kg  is  equivalent  to  154  lbs. 
or  a  normal  man  of  5$  ft  height  70  Kgs  is  more  than 
/hat  is  required.  3  or  4  Kgs  less  will  be  more  ideal.  I  am 
ot  5J  ft  exactly.  I  am  only  5ft  and  5£  inches. 

,  (  1 

4 

4 

To  be  honest  I  must  admit  that  although  by  strict 
ontrol  and  some  physical  exercise  I  had  brought  down 
oy  weight  to  70  Kg  from  my  obesity  of  82  Kgs.  In 
scent  years  some  3  Kgs  got  added  to  my  weight.  In 
piteofthe  fact  that  I  strictly  abstain  from  milk,  eggs, 
sh  etc  in  the  lent  season  of  50,  25  and  3  days,  this  extra 
Kg  of  unwanted  weight  refuses  to  disappear.  I  know 
w  reason.  The  lack  of  physical  exercise.  If  I  walked  3 

•  •  4  % 

r4  miles  daily,  this  unwanted  flesh  would  disappear, 
lelting  all  the  extra  fat  in  my  body.  It  is  a  sad  thing  of 
ife.  We  know  the  remedy,  but  do  not  practise  until  it 
ecomes  imperative. 
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Vicar  of  Mar  Sargis  Church  Rev.  Athanasius  Yousif  is 
now  raised  as  a  cor-episcopa  since  I  met  him  in  1996^ 
He  was  the  priest  of  our  parish  in  Yonkers,  New  York 
when  I  met  Bishop  Aprim  Khamis  in  May  1 977.  It  was 
my  first  meeting  with  Bishop  Mar  Aprim  Khamis.  That  was 
my  first  visit  to  the  U.  S.  A.  after  I  had  become  a  bishop 
in  Bagdad  in  September  1968. 


Rev.  Athanasius  Yosip  accompanied  Bishop  Mar 
Aprim  Khamis  when  we  talked  about  the  possibility  of  the 
re-uniting  the  followers  of  both  old  (Julian)  calendar 
and  new  (Gregorian)  calendar.  Late  Deacon  Dr.  C.  J. 
Chacko  Ph.  D.  with  his  wife  Dr.  Dorothy  Chacko  M.  D. 
and  Mathew  Chakola,  a  young  Engineer  from  Trichur  now 
living  near  Washington  D.  C.  were  accompanying  me  in 

the  talks. 


As  promised  in  that  return  journey  from  the  USA  I 
stopped  in  Bagdad  in  June-July  1977  but  my  mission  for 
unity  in  our  Church  did  not  materialise.  Yet  I  am  glad 
that  11  years  later  in  November  1995  in  God's  own 
appointed  time  the  unity  became  a  reality  at  least  in  India. 
As  for  the  other  countries  such  as  Iraq  it  is  my  prayer  God 
will  give  unity  to  the  ancient  Church  which  presented 
innumerable  number  of  martyrs  and  saints. 

The  Mar  Sargis  Church  was  full.  Three  Metropolitans 
and  three  bishops  were  present  for  that  Qurbana.  It  is  an 
impressive  record  for  any  parish.  After  Qurbana  there  was 
a  recept  on  and  breakfast  in  the  hall.  I  was  able  to  meet 
some  friends  whom  I  had  met  when  I  did  Qurbana  on  the 
'Friday  of  gold"  (eroovtha  d'  dahva)  in  May  1996  in 
that  Church. 
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lopted  Children 

On  Saturday  28th  June  the  Indian  children  got 
ijether  in  a  restaurant  in  Chicago  to  meet  me.  These 
3  children  adopted  from  the  Mar  Timotheus  Me. norial 
phanage  in  Trichur.  It  was  a  pleasure  for  all  of  them, 
meet  me.  On  my  side  it  was  my  pleasant  duty  to  greet 
3m  individually,  as  my  mother  Mrs.  J.  D.  Mooken  had 
<en  care  of  them  when  they  were  tiny  babies.  She  took 
re  of  these  babies  and  spent  sleepless  nights  till  she 
Jnd  for  them  parents  abroad  who  were  willing  to  adopt 
em. 


John  and  Annie  were  adopted  by  Paul  and  Eleanor 
lomasulas  in  Chicago.  John  is  in  8th  grade  and  Annie 
in  9th  grade.  Being  an  author  myself  I  was  delighted 
read  the  short  story  which  John  had  authored.  He  was 
/en  prize  at  the  young  Authors  convention  of  the  State 
Illinois.  Annie  is  also  a  smart  girl. 

In  my  travelogue  Washington  to  New  York  published 
1992  I  had  quoted  from  the  letter  of  Thomasulas  to 
3.  About  John  they  wrote  P.  53. 

"Last  March  his  illustrated  story  "Emergency 
Vehicles"  was  selected  from  his  first  grade  room 
for  Young  Authors  Contest.  As  an  avid  reader, 
he  learns  new  information  and  then  quizzes  us 
about  it  at  most  inconvenient  times.  John  uses 
his  artistic  talent  to  draw  dinosaurs  and  clever 
story  pictures." 

I'am  glad  that  John  had  laboured  hard  during  the 
stfive  years  to  improve  the  God-given  talents. 
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Another  was  Rina  adopted  by  Dr.  Primal  De  Lenerolle 
a  professor  in  the  Medical  Department  in  the  University  of 
Illinois.  Rina  was  the  youngest  of  the  adopted  children 
abroad.  Professor  Primal  hails  from  Sree  Lanka.  is 
wife  is  an  American.  They  are  happy  with  their  only 
child  Rina  adopted  from  ourj'orphanage.  Sheisasmar 
girl.  She  too  had  written  a  story  and  gave  me  to  read  it. 

Mary  and  Alice  came  to  this  gathering  long  way-from 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  Mary  was  the  first  child  to  be  adopted 
abroad  from  the  M.  T.  M.  Orphanage.  Then  Polly 
Reuling  adopted  another  girl  from  the  same  place.  That 
was  Alice.  When  I  first  went  to  their  !j  home  in 
Minneapolis  in  1988  Alice  was  scared,  as  she  was  only 
2  years  or  so. 

Now  Mary  Mariam  Margaret  Reuling  graduated  frorr 
Shattuck-  St.  Mary's  School  in  Faribault,  Minnesota  with 
good  grades  in  the  139th  commencement  of  that  school 
As  she  had  good  grades  she  did  not  have  much  df ificultv 
in  getting  admission  in  Macalaster  College,  Minnesota 
I  hope  and  pray  that  Mary  will  grow  in  wisdom  anc 
maturity  and  fulfil  God's  plan  in  her  life.  It  is  indeed  < 
contrast  from  her  beginnings  in  the  orphanage  in  Trichur 
In  our  prayer  books  we  often  pray  for  the  widows  anc 
orphans. 

After  the  Holy  Synod  I  was  able  to  visit  the  Reuling! 
in  their  home  in  Waterloo,  Iowa.  I  was  hoping  to  visi 
them  after  my  visit  to  their  home  in  Minneapolis  in  1988 
Since  then  Reulings  had  moved  to  Waterloo  after  th< 
death  of  Dr.  Reuling,  father  of  Polly. 

In  Waterloo  to  my  great  surprise  I  saw  the  nam 
"Dr.  Thomas  Mulakan  M.  D."  at  the  Doctors'  office 
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I  looked  again  in  utter  disbelief.  I  was  under  the 
mpression  that  Waterloo  is  a  place  where  the  Keralites 
(people  from  Kerala  State)  had  not  penetrated.  It  is 
Humourously  stated  that  the  ubiquitous  Keralites  had 
:limbed  even  the  ^  Himalaya  mountain's  highest  peak 
Everest.  The  gossip  columnists  say  that  Hilary  saw  the 
omnipresent  Keralite  running  a  tea  shop  in  that  highest 
oeak  of  the  world  covered'  with  snow.  The  reference 
Here  is  not  to  Hillary  Clinton,  but  to  Colonel  Hilary  who 
was  the  first  to  conquer  Everest.  To  avoid  trouble  of  the 
eaders  quizzing  for  the  meaning  of  the  word  ubiquitous 
must  state  here  that  it  means  omnipresent  or  present 
everywhere. 


The  name  Mulakan  is  a  Keralite  name.  It  must  be 
rom  my  home  town,  Trichur.  "I  think,  I  know  that 
Doctor,"  I  boasted.  "Are  you  sure,  is  this  the  same 
>erson?"  queried  Mary  Reuling.  "I  think  so"  was  my 
eply  which  did  not  sound  as  sure  as  it  was  in  the 
>eginning. 


It  is  not  polite  to  gatecrash  into  a  doctor's  office 
without  prior  appointment.  If  it  is  not  the  same  person 

nown  to  me  in  India,  being  a  neurologist  he  can 
^commend  me  to  get  admitted  in  hospital.  Mary 
uggested  that  we  could  walk  into  his  office  and  make 
ure  whether  it  was  the  same  person  whom  I  had  taught 
i  Sunday  School  32  years  ago  when  I  was  15  and  he 
i/as  perhaps  1 0  or  11.  There  was  no  much  difference 
t  age  between  the  teacher  and  the  taught  in  that  Sunday 
shool  class  when  I  started  teaching  for  the  first  time 
l  1955. 


*  10 


74 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOD 


When  I  reached  near  his  door  I  began  to  hesitate. 
If  I  were  not  an  educated  man  I  could  make  m'stake 

without  thinking  of  the  formalties  of  ixmg  up  ® 
appointment.  If  it  were  the  same  Dr.  Thomas  whom 
was  thinking  of  I  could  somehow  face  him.  If  it 's  a 
different  person  I  will  cut  a  sorry  figure  when  I  knock 
his  door  and  walk  in  without  appointment. 


A  joke  in  my  latest  book  HOLY  SMILE  was  about 
an  uneducated  priest  going  to  meet  his  own  bishop. 
He  saw  the  board  outside  bishop's  room  "No  admission 
without  permission".  He  opened  the  door  and  walked 
inside.  When  he  approached  the  annoyed  bishop  he 
demanded  "Why  did  you  enter  my  room  without 
permission?"  The  scared  priest  said  "I  entered  inside 
in  order  to  take  permission  from  you." 


Dr.  Thomas  Mulakan  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  P.  was  attending 
to  a  patient  wj\en  he  saw  my  bearded  face.  He  was 
pleasantly  surprised  to  see  me  in  an  unexpected  corne 
of  the  world.  He  would  not  believe  his  eyes.  I  wa; 
not  even  aware  that  he  was  in  this  area.  Twenty  yearj 
ago  when  I  was  visiting  my  sister  in  Rugby,  England  h( 
was  doing  his  M.  R.  C.  P.  in  England.  Later  I  ha( 
attended  his  wedding  reception  in  Trichur,  whet 
Dr.  M.  D.  Thomas  M.  D.  married  another  M.  D.  Th< 
first  M.  D.  stands  for  his  initials  Mulakan  David 
The  family  name  first  and  father's  name  second.  I  to< 
was  an  M.  D.  once,  Mooken  Devassy  George.  Recentl 
I  had  heard  that  Dr.  Thomas  had  settled  in  New  York  area 


"Waterloo  is  better  than  New  York  for  practice, 
says  Dr.  Thomas.  Less  competition  and  less  tensior 
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His  wife  and  daughter  five  in  their  home  near  New  York. 
Dr.  Thomas  is  planning  to  practice  both  in  Iowa  as  well 
as  in  New  York,  if  he  gets  an  assistant.  He  says  that 
stock  market  business  is  more  lucrative  than  practising 
medicine  even  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Generally  there  is  an 
impression  that  doctors  and  nurses  in  the  U.  S.  A.  make 
more  money  than  others.  The  million  dollar  question  is 
'Is  hundred  thousand  dollars  an  year  enough  for  a 
:omfortable  living  in  this  consumerist  society?" 

There  was  one  more  girl  in  our  last  get-together  in 
Chicago.  Margaret  called  Kala  could  not  make  it  this 
ime.  She  is  adopted  by  Parry  family  in  Peoria,  some 
niles  far  from  Chicago.  I  had  not  been  able  to  visit  them 

jwing  to  my  tight  schedule.  The  Parrys  have  a  boy 
lamed  Ryan  adopted  from  another  orphanage  in  India. 

rhey  grow  as  brother  and  sister  in  the  Parry  family. 
3ecause  both  are  Indian  born.  They  do  not  know  any 
ndian  language.  When  these  children  grow  up  in  an 
\merican  family,  English  is  their  mother  tongue.  Their 
biological  mother's  tongue  is  a  foreign  language  to  them. 

On  June  29  I  celebrated  Holy  Qurbana  in  the  Marth 
yiaryam  Church  in  660  Larson  Lane,  Rosalie,  Illinois 
>0172.  This  brand  new  Church  was  opened  only  on  21 
lune.  On  22nd  June  Catholicos  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha 
V  had  celebrated  holy  Qurbana  there.  I  considered  it  an 
onour  to  be  invited  to  celebrate  holy  Qurbana  on  the 
allowing  Sunday.  There  was  a  large  crowd.  The  Church 
vas  filled  to  full  capacity. 

There  was  a  breakfast  at  the  hall  afterwards.  Eleanor 
homasula,  Polly  Reuling,  Mary  and  Alice  had  come  to 
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attend  the  service.  My  sister  Leela's  daughter  Asha  with 
her  American  husband  Paul  Furlow  also  were  there. 
Last  year  when  I  celebrated  in  Mar  Geevarghese  Church 
Asha  and  Paul  had  attended  along  with  my  sister  Leela 

Alex. 

The  altar  of  this  Church  was  scheduled  to  be 
consecrated  later  on  August  15  1997  by  two  Patriarchs 

(H.  H.  Mar  Dinkha  IV  and  H.  H.  Mar  Raphael  Bidawid  of 
the  Chaldean  Catholic  Church)  along  with  other  bishops 
and  archbishops.  Since  I  was  to  be  back  to  India  in  July 
itself  I  was  sorry  to  miss  that  historic  occasion.  Therefore 
doing  service  with  portable  altar  (dappa)  was  some 
consolation. 

The  six-acre  plot  of  this  church  is  very  spacious. 
Only  3  acres  are  cleared  for  the  Church,  hall,  parsonage 
and  car  park.  They  could  use  the  remaining  area  to 
construct  a  patriarchate  and  a  seminary  or  keep  the  trees 
to  keep  them  to  balance  ecology  as  our  fore  fathers  had 
done  in  bygone  centuries. 

Visit  to  Asha's  apartment  in  down  town  Chicago 
provided  me  with  a  few  hours  in  a  relaxed  mood.  Asha 
showed  her  computer.  Although  I  did  not  know  how  tc 
operate  a  computer  or  internet  or  world  wide  web  code, 
I  told  her  to  press  the  buttons  for  the  Assyrian  Church  ol 
the  East  in  the  internet.  As  she  did  I  was  delighted  tc 
see  the  picture  of  our  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  and  lot  o’ 
information  about  our  Church.  I  am  amazed  at  the 
wonderful  possibilities  of  the  internet. 

Holy  Synod 

The  event  of  a  historic  and  ecumenical  consequent 
taken  in  this  Holy  Synod  is  regarding  the  relationshij 
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between  the  Assyrian  Church  and  the  Chaldean  Catholc 
Church,  a  separation  created  in  1552  A.  D.  at  the  time 

when  John  Sulaqa  was  consecrated  as  the  Patriarch  of 
the  Chaldeans  by  the  Pope  of  Rome.  After  444  years 
the  leaders  began  to  think  of  coming  closer  again. 

6th  Synod  of  the  Holy  Apostolic  Catholic 
Church  of  the  East  and  of  the  Assyrians 
undar  the  leadership  of  His  Holiness 
Mar  Dinkha  IV  Cat  hoi i  cos  Patriarch 

23  June  to  1  July,  1997 
Morton  Grove,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 

The  Holy  Synod  of  the  holy,  Apostolic,  Catholic 

Church  of  the  East  and  of  Assyrians  commenced  from 
Monday  23  June  to  1 997  at  1 1  a.  m.  in  the  city  of 

Chicago,  Illinois  under  the  Chairmanship  of  His 

Holiness  Mar  Dinkha  IV  Catholicos  Patriarch.  The 

hierarchy  present  were 

*  » 

1.  His  Grace  Mar  Narsai  de  Baz,  Metropolitan  of 
Lebanon  and  all  Europe  and  Syria,  Patriarchal 
Deputy. 

2.  His  Grace  Mar  Aprem,  Metropolitan  of  India. 

3.  His  Grace  Mar  Geevarghese,  Metropolitan  of  Iraq. 

4.  His  Lordship  Mar  Sargis,  Bishop  of  Bagdad. 

5.  His  Lordship  Mar  Poulose  Poulose,  Bishop  of  Trichur 

6.  His  Lordship  Mar  Aprim  Khames,  Bishop  of  Eastern 
U.  S.  A. 

7.  His  Lordship  Mar  Bawai  Soro,  Bishop  of  Seattle  and 
Secretary  of  Cl  RED. 
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8.  His  Lordship  Mar  Meelis,  Bishop  of  Australia  &  Ne' 

*  *  '*•»*»*  ^  *  *  • 

Zealand  Secretary  of  the  Holy  Synod. 

9.  His  Lordship  Mar  Ammanuel,  Bishop  of  Canada. 

10.  Archdeacon  Yonan  Youvel  of  the  diocese  of  Europe 

*  7  *  f  _  r  f 

11.  Aachdeacon  Geevarghese  Athniel  of  the  diocese  < 

,Syrii 

Letter  of  His  Grace  Mar  Timotheus  Mefropolitan  an 
Patriarchal  Representative  to  the  Church  of  the  Ea: 
in  India  was  read.  He  regretted  his  inability  to  t 
present  owing  to  old  age  and  d. faculties  of  travel. 

Mar  Geevarghese  Cathedral  _ 

On  6th  July  I  celebrated  Qurbana  in  Mar  Geevargheo 
Cathedral  in  7201  r  North  Ashland,  Chicago  60626.  It  I 
one  of  our  biggest  Churches  in  the  world.  In  addition  t 
the  office  of  the  Vicar  Rev.  Shleemon  Hesqiel,  there  ar 
offices  for  Rev.  Charles  Klutz  (Chancellor),  Archdeaco 
Aprim  De  Baz  and  Bishop  Mar  Aprim  Khamis  in  this  bi 
building. 

ii  *  '  t-  .  "  ;  r  ■:  ••  ••  "  . 

In  June  1996  I  had  conducted  Qurbana  in'  th 
Cathedral.  So  it  was  my  second  opportunity  to  celebrai 
in  this  Church  which  has  a  good  choir  also.  Actually  th 
holy  synod  met  in  this  church  for  two  days.  But  the  ha 
we  were  meeting  had  no  air  conditioner.  Chicago  Wc 
above  90°  fahrenheit  which  was  hot  for  most  of  us,  eve 

to  Indians  who  had  experienced  above  100°. 

«  '  '  1  r*.  »  # 

•  !• ;  1 1  .  ...  i  ...  i.  *>  y 

After  Qurbana  Bishop  Mar  Aprim  Khamis  went  dow 
to  basement  to  explain  to  the  congregation  the  Synodic 
decrees  passed  that  week. 
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I  was  sitting  with  the  deacons  eating  breakfast.  When 
came  out  of  the  Church  a  lady  who  had  her  baby 

T 

japtised  that  day  in  that  Church  asked  the  deacon  who  I 
was.  He  replied  he  is  our  Metropolitan  from  India.  Sh  i 
isked,  "Is  he  from  our  Church?”  ”Of  course”,  clarified 

he  deacon.  "In  that  case  can  my  baby  and  I  have  a 
)hotograph  with  the  Metropolitan?”.  I  obliged.  She 

v as  happy  to  have  a  photo  with  this  unknown  bishop. 

David  Oomen  came  to  Mar  Geovarghese  Cathedral  to 
ake  me  to  his  house  to  give  me  a  good  Kerala  dinner 
>efore  taking  me  to  Pro  Oriente's  Syriac  Consultation  at 
Mundelein,  suburb  of  Chicago.  David  Oomen's  wife 

.alitha  is  the  sister  of  my  brother-in-law  Cherian  Puthicote 
mown  as  Thambi.  David  Oomen  is  called  Achenkunju. 

’eople  in  southern  part  of  Kerala  usually  have  two  names. 
>o  it  is  very  confusing  to  a  person  like  me  because  most 
>eople  in  our  area  in  Kerala  have  only  one  name. 

Westerners  too  have  sometimes  a  second  name.  But 
:  is  often  abbreviations  of  the  actual  name.  Thomas  is 
om,  Timothy  is  Timmy,  Robert  is  Bob,  Jefferson  is 
eff,  Jonathan  is  Jon,  Joseph  is  Joe,  Charles  becomes 
Charlie.  That  is  easy  to  remember.  Before  women  get 
ngry  let  me  mention  some  feminine  names  Jacquiline 
ecomes  Jackie,  Frances  is  Fanny,  Katherine  is  Kathy, 

uliana  is  Julie,  Elizabeth  is  Liz  etc.  Yes  everybody 
nows  Diana  is  Di.  But  that  is  not  for  every  Diana. 

One  has  to  be  careful  before  we  use  abbreviation  or 

ickname.  When  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Michael 
!amsay)  came  to  India  to  attend  3rd  assembly  of  the 

Vorld  Council  of  Churches  in  New  Delhi  in  Nov.  1961, 
n  American  photographer  called  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  "Archie.” 
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Some  Indian  friends  gathered  for  supper  in  the  hou 
of  Achenkunju.  Their  daughters  Sanju  and  Premu  wc 
there.  Sanju  is  going  to  join  Law  school.  Indian  bo 
and  girls  are  generally  good  in  their  studies  and  becomii 
even  lawyers  in  America.  Of  course,  there  are  plenty 
engineers,  doctors  and  nurses  among  the  Indians  workii 
in  India. 

Last  time  I  met  Sanju  and  Premu  was  at  the  weddii 
of  my  nephew  Verghese  George  of  England  which  to< 
place  in  India  in  Dec.  1996.  Their  parents  had  not  cor 
to  India  at  that  time.  But  I  met  them  for  the  wedding 
my  niece  Asha  Alex  which  I  had  solemnised  in  Columbi 
Ohio  in  U.  S.  A.  in  July  1995. 


Columbus,  Ohio 

During  my  stay  in  Chicago  I  informed  my  sist 
Leela  Alex  that  I  would  not  get  time  to  make  a  she 
visit  to  Columbus,  Ohio  where  she  lives.  Instead  of  n 
going,  she  can  come  to  Chicago  to  meet  me.  Final 
I  found  less  than  48  hours  to  visit  Columbus.  Her  sc 
Dr.  Saji  Alex  of  Indianapolis  arranged  my  ticket  on  h 
computer.  He  gave  some  number  to  me.  While  flyir 
from  Chicago's  Midway  airport  as  well  as  while  returnir 
from  Columbus,  Ohio  I  didn't  carry  any  air  ticket.  It  wi 
nice  of  my  nephew  Dr.  Saji  to  drive  to  Columbus  wi 
his  wife  Dr.  Sonia  and  daughter  Briana  Amitya. 

At  Columbus,  Ohio  I  was  able  to  have  dinner  in  tl 
home  of  Sebi  Paul  Nadakavukaran.  I  was  also  happy  ‘ 
meet  his  parents  N.  I.  Paul  and  Lizzy  from  Kozhikod 
Kerala  who  were  on  a  six-month-visit  to  their  sons  livir 
in  the  U.  S.  A. 


CHAPTER  6 


New  Britain  to  Hollywood 

New  Britatn 

In  May  1996  when  I  did  Qurbana  at  the  Assyrian 
Church  in  Yonkers,  New  York,  the  priest  of  St.  Thomas 
Assyrian  Church  in  New  Britain,  Connecticut  came  to 
invite  me  to  his  parish.  As  I  did  not  have  time  to  spare 
I  promised  to  do  it  in  1997  when  I  was  supposed  to  go  to 
Chicago  to  attend  the  Holy  Synod.  When  I  began  to 
make  final  travel  plans  to  the  U.  S.  A.  for  the  Synod  I 
found  it  difficult  to  make  a  visit  to  New  York  as  my  flight 
to  the  U.  S.  A.  was  direct  to  Chicago  instead  of  via 
New  York. 

When  I  first  flew  to  the  U.  S.  A.  in  1966  most  of  the 
international  flights  were  through  J.  F.  Kennedy  inter¬ 
national  airport  in  New  York.  J.  F.  Kennedy  airport  was 
a  very  busy  one  then.  But  now  people  to  many  cities  in 
the  U.  S.  take  international  flights  direct  to  Chicago, 
A/ashington  D.  C.,  Atlanta,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Dallas  and  such.  Thus  JFK  is  not  the  busiest  airport  now. 
Chicago  is  No.  1  in  the  world.  Atlanta  was  No.  1  in  1996 
)wing  to  the  Olympic  games.  Now  Chicago's  OHare 
nternational  airport  is  No.1  in  the  world.  London's 
Heathrow  stands  second. 
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Finishing  the  Pro  Oriente  Syriac  Consultation  i 
Mundelein  near  Chicago  I  flew  on  Saturday  July  12  f ror 
OHare  to  Newark,  New  Jersey.  Fr.  George  K.  Thoma  c 
New  Britain  parish  and  Fr.  Dmitri  Eskander  of  Yonker 
parish  came  to  meet  me.  One  of  my  two  baggages  ha 
not  arrived.  "Please  fill  up  the  complaint  form  an 
telephone  tomorrow,”  the  airlines  people  said  vei 
casually.  To  them  it  is  a  daily  occurrence.  But  to  m 
it  was  annoying.  Because  my  communion  clothes  fc 
the  next  morning  service  were  in  the  missing  bag. 

There  is  no  point  in  making  a  fuss  about  it.  When 

arrives  it  will  be  given  to  me.  I  told  them  that  I  coul 
not  come  again  on  Sunday  as  I  was  proceeding  to  Cor 
necticut.  Nevertheless  I  would  be  in  the  same  airport  o 
Monday  morning.  I  could  pick  it  up  at  that  time  if  th< 
office  is  open  before  8  a.  m.  "We  are  open  24  hours, 
they  stated.  That  news  was  some  consolation.  Yet  wh< 
agitated  my  mind  w'as  how  could  it  be  delayed.  Tw 
bags  were  checked  in  at  one  time.  There  was  no  chang 
of  flight  in  between.  But  only  my  one  bag  and  myse 
arrive  at  the  destination.  One  bag  is  missing.  I  lo: 
confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  the  computers,  escalator: 
aerobridge  and  all  claims  of  care-free  travel  which  th 
airlines  and  their  agents  advertise  "Leave  all  worry  to  us, 
they  say.  Perhaps  they  mean,  "Leave  your  bags  also  t 
us.  We  will  deliver  it  to  you  after  your  need  is  over  < 
visit  is  completed." 

Since  my  clerical  clothes  are  in  the  delayed  bag  I  ha 
to  borrow  the  clothes  and  the  shoes  from  the  parish  prie 
for  the  communion  service.  Next  day  when  I  Wc 
returning  from  Newark  airport  I  asked  for  my  delaye 
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suitcase.  The  man  at  the  counter  asked  me,  "Are  you 
sure  that  it  has  arrived?"  I  wanted  to  reply,  "That  is  not  my 
problem."  "It  is  your  duty  to  trace  it  and  bring  my 
suitcase.  Because  I  did  not  lose  it.  I  have  the  receipt." 

I  was  not  keen  in  ascertaining  where  the  bag  was.  If 
he  could  not  trace  my  bag  it  may  be  good  for  me.  Perhaps 
they  will  buy  a  new  buitcase  and  give  me  money  to  buy 
new  religious  clothes  for  the  communion  service.  My 
clergy  were  complaining  that  I  was  using  clothes  old 
enough  to  be  discarded.  So  if  the  airlines  could  not 
trace  my  suitcase  it  may  turn  out  to  be  a  blessing  in 
disguise.  I  may  stitch  new  clothes. 

His  Eminence  Antony  Cardinal  Padiyara  told  a  joke 
about  an  honest  man  whose  umbrella  fell  in  a  well  during 
a  heavy  storm  and  a  rain.  One  strong  police  man  went 
down  in  the  well  and  lifted  one  good  umbrella.  He  took 
it  up  and  gave  it  to  the  old  honest  man.  The  honest  man 
told  him  that  it  was  not  his  umbrella,  because  his 
umbrella  was  very  old.  The  police  man  went  down  to 
the  well  and  climbed  up  with  another  umbrella  and  gave 
it  to  the  old  man.  The  honest  man  said  that  his  umbrella 
was  older  than  that.  He  did  not  want  to  accept  such  a 
better  umbrella.  Finally  the  police  man  got  a  third  umbrella 
from  the  well.  It  was  really  old.  But  the  honest  man  said, 
"Yes,  that  old  umbrella  was  mine."  When  the  old  man 
was  about  to  return  home  with  his  old  umbrella,  the  police 
man  ran  after  him  and  gave  him  the  first  two  umbrellas 

also  congratulating  the  old  man  for  his  honesty. 

The  next  day  the  ugly-looking-w:fe  of  the  same  old 
man  fell  in  the  same  well  while  drawing  water.  The  same 
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police  man  who  had  helped  him  in  the  previous  d 
jumped  into  the  water  and  took  out  a  beautiful  lady  a 
handed  over  to  the  old  honest  man.  He  accepted  the  lai 
and  walked  home  with  her.  God  appeared  to  him  at 
asked  him,  "Where  is  your  honesty?  Vesterday  you  we 
honest  enough  to  tell  that  the  good  umbrella  was  n< 
your  own.  Then  why  did  you  not  tell  today  that  th 
beautiful  woman  was  not  your  wife  and  your  wife  was  i 
ugly  one.  The  honest  man  replied  innocently  at 
cleverly,  "God,  you  know  my  poverty.  If  I  told  the  tru 
like  yesterday  the  strong  police  man  would  tell  me, 
keep  all  three  women  as  a  bonus  of  my  honesty."  "Ho 
can  I  feed  three  women,  when  I  cannot  feed  even  or 
woman  now?" 

The  question  whether  my  present  umbrella  is  an  oi 
one  like  this  honest  man  is  a  redundant  one.  Becau< 
now  I  do  not  own  an  umbrella. 

"What  happened  to  you?  You  look  smaller  than  wh; 
you  were  20  years  back,"  asked  Deacon  George  Gilyan 
the  senior  deacon  of  the  Church  who  penned  a  goo 
poem  in  Syriac  with  the  chorus  “Brikh  ditha  Brik 
ditha  Brikh  ditha  Lanyu  Britain."  I  queried,  have  yo 
seen  me  20  years  back?" 

"No,  but  I  have  seen  your  picture  in  the  consecratio 
service  of  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  in  England  in  Octobe 
1 976"  said  the  deacon.  "But  I  was  not  there"  explained 

"But  are  you  not  the  consecrator  of  Patriarch  Ma 
Dinkha?"  asked  he  again.  Then  I  explained  to  him  tha 
it  was  Mar  Timotheus.  He  is  older  and  taller  than  I  am 
Mar  Timotheus  is  nearly  77  years  old  now.  Then  onl 


NEW  BRITAIN  TO  HOLLYWOOD 


85 


the  deacon  began  to  understand  the  mystery  of  my  aging 
in  the  reverse  direction.  He  thought  that  I  had  a  terrible 
sickness  which  reduced  my  size  and  appearance  by 
nearly  20  years. 

Now-a-days  many  people  are  slimming  on  health 
grounds.  When  doctors  g  ve  the  ultmatum  many  people 
cut  down  their  calories,  sk  pp  ng  the  meals,  jogging  and 
exercise  like  rope  skipping.  When  I  was  a  student  in 
America  I  had  heard  yoLng  ladies  used  to  fast  to  slim. 
It  was  not  for  health.  It  was  because  they  could  not 
afford  to  put  on  weight  as  the  r  dresses  could  not  get 
them  in. 

After  the  Holy  Qurbana  was  over,  a  lady  greeted  me 
saying,  "I  am  Marsha,  the  president  of  the  committee." 

I  made  the  mistake  of  correcting  her,  "Yes,  the  President 
cf  the  committee  of  the  women?"  I  was  wrong. 

After  speaking  at  the  breakfast  reception  I  had  to 
Dose  for  photographs  with  many  people.  I  do  not  know 
iow  many  homes  have  my  photos  in  their  albums.  I  hope 
io  papparazi  have  taken  my  photos.  Some  strangers 
lave  cliqued  their  cameras  when  I  travel  through  airports 
ind  train  stations.  They  are  curious,  not  crazy,  about 
ny  beard. 

After  some  time  of  fellowship  with  the  priest  and 
lis  family  in  the  parsonage  Mr.  Geevarghese  Emmatty 
nd  his  family  drove  me  to  the  house  of  Samuel 
’ananchery.  There  was  a  prayer  gathering  and  Kerala 
upper  in  his  family,  in  memory  of  his  uncle  Joseph 
ananchery  who  had  d'ed  in  Tr  chur  40  days  earlier.  As 
Natives  are  living  at  distance  all  cannot  attend  the 


86 


HASSAKE  TO  HOLLYWOOI 


weddings  or  funerals  of  uncles,  cousins  etc.  It  is  ver 
true  of  the  Assyrians  who  have  left  the:r  homeland  Irac 
Iran  etc.  for  good. 

When  I  was  in  the  houseof  Samuel  Pananchery  I  tol< 
him  that  the  house  where  I  was  sitting  was  the  same  as 
was  visiting  2  years  ago.  Then  how  come  the  Voice  of  th 
East  posted  to  him  in  this  address  was  returned  to  Trichur 
He  expla:ned  to  me  that  the  house  was  the  same.  Bu 
they  renumbered  it  changing  from  5  to  4.  It  is  a  pity  th 
post  Office  did  send  it  back  to  India,  although  it  was  s< 
easy  for  them  to  deliver  it  into  new  number  in  the  same 
place.  How  can  I  in  India  trace  the  real  number  from 
such  a  distance? 

Atlanta  to  California 

After  the  stay  in  the  home  of  Geevarghese  Emmatb 
in  Bergenf  eld.  New  Jersey,  I  flew  to  Atlanta,  Georgia  vi< 
Chicago.  I  tried  for  a  direct  flight.  But  the  Unitee 
Airl  nes  which  issued  "Visit  U.  S.  A."  (VUSA)  ticke 
does  not  have  a  direct  flight.  One  coupon  in  VUSA  cost! 
about  $150.  So  I  preferred  a  direct  fi  ght  to  save  me  ; 

coupon,  that  means  $150.  But  if  I  were  to  fly  direct  tc 
San  Francisco  from  New  York  it  is  only  one  coupon 
It  is  a  longer  distance  than  Atlanta.  As  I  had  to  breal 
journey  in  Atlanta  to  meet  my  brother  Addison  befori 
going  to  San  Francisco  I  needed  three  coupons,  to  Chicago 
to  Atlanta  and  to  San  Francisco.  That  is  $450  instead  o 
$1 50. 

These  facts  and  figures  are  recorded  here  because  i 
may  be  of  benefit  to  some  passengers  to  buy  VUS/ 
tickets.  If  they  are  not  well  informed  about  the  routes  c 
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Afferent  airlines  it  may  be  loss  of  money.  Depending  on 
)ur  need  to  visit  places  one  has  to  choose  the  airl  nes. 
Jsually  Travel  Agents  in  India  help  us.  But  staff  working 
n  the  offices  of  Travel  Agencies  are  not  well  versed  in  the 
geography  of  USA.  After  reaching  the  USA.  if  we  want  to 
make  changes  in  VUSA  tickets  there  is  a  service  charge  of 
foliar  50.  I  experienced  that  the  staff  working  in  the 
counter  of  the  United  Airl  ines  in  the  Airports  were  not  sure 
how  much  surcharge  I  had  to  pay  in  making  small 
changes  in  the  route. 

In  Atlanta,  my  brother  Addison  and  his  son  Aprem 
\/looken  met  me.  Since  he  had  heart  problems  recently 
i is  son  was  helping  us  in  driving.  Addison  is  younger 
:o  me  (I  am  the  4th  and  he  is  the  8th  in  the  family  of  ten.) 
But  he  is  taller  and  heavier  than  I.  Unless  he  reduces  his 
A/eight  and  becomes  l.ke  me,  it  is  difficult  to  control  his 
leart  problems.  Even  my  weight  is  overweight.  I  do 
tot  know  how  I  can  cut  my  obesity. 

Addison's  daughter  Grace  Marie  who  is  only  eleven 
vas  proud  to  show  me  the  certif  cates  she  received  during 
ler  giaduation  from  elementary  school.  She  has  "A" 
3rade  n  all  papers  and  had  a  certificate  of  honour  signed 
5y  president  Bill  Clinton  of  the  U.  S.  She  is  not  sure 
whether  the  signature  was  the  original  or  is  it  a  fascimile 
affixed  by  some  member  in  the  President's  Oval  office. 
Because  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  has  better  and  serious 
esponsibilities  than  signing  a  school  certificate. 

Grace  Marie  has  written  a  poem.  I  offered  to  publish 
t  in  Voice  of  the  East.  But  she  is  not  sure  whether  she 
;hould  let  her  uncle  publish  it,  or  she  should  publish  it 
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herself  and  become  richer  and  famous.  At  last  l  am  able 
to  discover  some  literary  talent  in  our  family.  I  used  t< 
boast  that  I  am  the  only  writer  in  our  family.  My  eldes 
brother's  wife  Lalu  says  that  her  father  N.  T.  Joseph 
Nelllckel  house,  Kottayam  is  a  cousin  (I  guess  a  secon( 
cousin)  of  Mrs.  Mary  Roy  whose  daughter  Arundhati  Ro< 
made  one  million  dolla.s  as  advance  to  her  first  novel 
God  of  Small  Things  this  year.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  book  her  novel  has  been  shortlisted  for  the  Booke 
Prize,  (the  highest  literary  award  in  England). 

In  Atlanta  Addison  and  children  took  me  to  see  th< 
Olympic  Stadium.  His  w  fe  Molly  had  to  work  in  he 
offee.  Her  mother  Mrs.  Grace  Pappy  Kurien  fron 
Trivandrum  had  come  to  spend  a  few  months  with  he 
daughter's  family.  She  stayed  home  to  prepare  Keral 
food  for  me. 

"Let  us  locate  the  brick  which  I  purchased  in  th 
name  of  our  parents,"  said  Addison.  At  brick  locater  w 
pressed  a  button  for  Kochu  Devassv  and  Kochu  Mariyarr 
but  could  not  find  the  name.  We  were  told  they  had  t< 
add  2,00,000  names  more  to  that  computer.  They  havi 
not  completed  the  work  laying  all  the  bricks  for  whicl 
people  had  paid. 

Santa  Barbara 

From  Atlanta  I  flew  to  San  Francisco  and  immediate! 
to  Santa  Barbara.  My  eldest  brother  drove  me  around  th 
city.  A  lot  of  people  walk  around  the  waterfront.  Som 
do  fish.  It  is  healthy  to  walk  through  that  beautiful  area 
l  took  a  train  from  Santa  Barbara  to  San  Diego. 
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My  brother's  wife  Lalu  and  daughter  Miriam  and  her 
husband  Tony  were  delighted  to  see  me.  Their  pet  bitch 
had  given  birth  to  ten  puppies.  All  the  nine  grew  up. 
Two  were  there.  I  sm  not  friendly  with  dogs.  But  I  had 
to  adjust  to  the  situation.  "They  do  not  bite,  but  they 
only  bark",  says  my  niece.  Yet  a  fear  lurks  in  my  mind 
"What  happens  if  the  dogs  change  the;r  policy  without 
prior  notice." 

From  San  Diego  my  second  niece  Michelle  (Miki) 
drove  me  to  Hollywood  parish.  Her  sister  wants  her  to  be 
careful  as  we  have  to  pass  through  bad  area  in  Los  Angeles 
in  order  to  get  to  Hollywood.  My  "bold  and  beautiful'' 
(That  is  the  title  of  a  Hollywood  TV  serial  that  appears 
even  in  India)  niece  drove  me  to  Hollywood. 

North  Hollywood 

Maggie  and  Eddy  are  the  Assyrian  hosts  who  offered 
hospitality  for  my  stay  in  Hollywood.  Edward  was  the 
former  President  of  the  committee  of  our  parish  there. 
Miki  traced  the  home.  The  number  of  the  house  she  had 
was  not  correct.  But  when  we  saw  Eddy  I  said,  "He 
looks  like  an  Assyrian.  Let  us  ask."  Miki  asked  Eddy 
"Is  this  the  right  house?." 

The  priest  of  the  parish  Rev.  Geevarghese  Beth  Rasho 
rushed  to  this  house.  "Sorry  I  am  late,"  the  priest  said. 
After  tea  the  priest  said  that  he  was  going  to  leave  me  as 
he  had  to  go  to  the  Church  for  evening  prayer.  "Can  I 
join  you?"  He  replied  "you  are  not  expected  there."  I 
replied,  "Everybody  can  pray.  Even  bishop  can  pray  in  the 
Church."  I  told  him  that  I  usually  never  miss  the  evening 
prayer  in  the  Church,  if  I  am  near  our  Church  in  India, 
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Syria  or  Iraq.  I  persuaded  him  to  let  me  go  with  him  : 
the  prayer. 

As  I  was  not  expected  for  the  evening  prayer,  tf 
deacon  was  not  there.  "I  will  be  your  deacon"  said  t\ 
priest.  He  got  ready  with  the  pirma  (Censer)  in  a  fe 
minutes.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  was  my  deacon  f< 
Qurbana  in  Mar  Zaia  Church,  Modesto  the  previous  yea 
He  said  he  was  the  junior-most  priest.  Only  a  fe 
months  earlier  he  had  been  priested.  He  told  me,  "Yc 
belong  to  the  first  and  I  belong  to  the  last  batch. 
Malpan  Kaku  Lazar  was  a  deacon  when  he  taught  me  i 
India.  He  was  an  archdeacon  when  he  taught  this  your 
priest  in  Chicago. 

After  the  evening  prayer  I  was  happy  to  me< 
Shamasha  Hasqiel  who  had  assisted  me  in  several  hoi 
services  during  September-October  1968  when  I  ha 
spent  six  weeks  in  Bagdad  after  my  consecration.  He  ha 
assisted  me  also  during  my  visit  to  Bagdad  in  1977,  198 
and  1990.  He  told  me  that  some  six  or  seven  years  ag 
he  had  said  good  bye  to  the  old  calendar  in  Bagdad  an 
migrated  to  America. 

We  had  dinner  in  an  Assyrian  home.  Mar  Geevarghes 
Metropolitan  of  Iraq  was  there.  After  sumptuous  dinm 
and  pleasant  conversation  in  the  garden  in  the  hous< 
I  returned  to  the  home  of  Maggie  and  Eddy.  I  read  th 
gospel  lessons  for  the  next  morning  in  modern  Syria* 
Although  I  am  fluent  in  reading  old  language  (lishar 
athieqa)  I  am  not  that  confident  in  the  modern  languag* 
After  practising  on  my  own  on  Saturday  night  I  res 
it  again  on  Sunday  morning. 
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I  sought  the  help  of  Maggie  to  listen  to  me  and 
correct  my  pronunciation  in  their  spoken  language. 
Usually  when  I  seekthe  help  of  the  Assyrians  to  read  their 
language  they  try  to  translate  the  words.  I  tell,  "No,  no. 
I  know  the  meaning  already.  I  have  read  Bible  in  many 
languages  such  as  Malayalam,  Greek  and  Hindi.  There¬ 
fore  I  understand  the  meaning." 

My  problem  is  the  exact  pronunciation  in  their 
tongue  so  that  the  Assyrians  would  understand  it.  Since 
Maggie  sings  in  the  Church  choir,  she  knows  the  correct 
pronunciation  of  the  words  from  the  Bible.  Sometimes 
we  think  only  clergy  know  to  read  Bible  correctly.  But  I 
know  there  are  women  who  can  recite  Bible  better  than  | 
and  many  of  my  clergy.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  eastern 
Churches  consider  female  voice  taboo.  How  much  the 
male  dominant  community  of  the  Jewish  religion  in  the 
past  has  dominated  Christian  thinking. 

The  Qurbana  on  July  20th  Sunday  morning  was  well 
attended.  After  Qurbana  we  had  a  breakfast  reception. 

I  spoke  there.  Mar  Geevarghese  Sliwa  Metropolitan  also 
attended  the  functions.  After  my  speech  with  several 
jokes  ended,  Mar  Geevarghese  Metropolitan  humorously 
remarked  "The  thunder  and  lightening  finished." 

Joe  Mooken  and  Miki  had  arrived  early  from  Santa 
Barbara  not  only  to  attend  my  Qurbana  but  also  to  carry 
my  baggage  as  I  had  to  return  to  India  the  same  evening. 
Although  they  do  not  know  the  language  of  liturgy  known 
as  Aramaic  or  Syriac  they  are  familiar  with  this  liturgy 
as  we  in  India  use  the  same  liturgy  with  a  few  words 
still  untranslated  such  as  Barekh  Mar  (Bless  my  Lord). 
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One  of  the  Assyrian  deacons  who  sat  with  me  for  tl 
breakfast  George  Atoraya  Simnov  known  as  Shamasl 
Geevarghese  Bet  Simon  is  interested  in  intellectual  ar 
historical  matters.  He  is  President  of  Assyrian  Enterprisi 
which  does  printing,  typesetting,  photocopy,  writir 
Desktop  Publishing — Mac  Consultation.  The  read 
will  forgive  me  if  I  sound  promoting  sales  for  tl 
business  of  this  Assyrian  deacon.  I  am  sure  that  the 
are  some  others  who  deserve  mention  in  an  account  lil 
this.  But  I  could  not  meet  all  Assyrians  in  one  day 
visit  to  this  parish  in  North  Hollywood. 

I  wish  I  had  more  time  to  be  w:th  these  high 
hospitable  Assyrians.  Some  wanted  to  buy  my  humoi 
books  after  they  had  heard  me  cracking  some  in  receptic 
meeting.  Some  wanted  me  to  talk  about  Church  histor 
I  couldn't  carry  many  books  with  me.  As  California  w< 
the  last  halt  in  this  trip  I  had  sold  or  given  away  some  < 
the  books  in  the  previous  weeks. 

The  priest's  family  was  also  a  loving  one.  When 
first  telephoned  to  the  priest,  he  was  in  the  Church  an 
so  his  daughter  attended  the  phone.  "Mar  Aprem  of  Indi 
speaking",  said  I  with  hesitation  whether  the  littl 
daughter  would  understand  my  Indian  English.  She  saic 
"l  will  call  my  mum." 

Kassi,  how  are  you?  We  look  forward  to  your  visi 
We  love  you"  said  her  mother.  I  began  to  wonder  "D 
they  know  me?"  I  was  thinking  even  to  hang  up  thinkin 
that  the  priest's  family  may  not  know  me  at  all.  The 
told  me,  "the  priest  will  call  you  when  he  comes  fror 
the  Church."  Yes,  I  am  glad  that  the  priest's  famil 
(wife  and  children)  could  play  an  important  role  in  th 
pastoral  ministry  of  the  priest, 
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Before  leaving  the  home  of  my  hosts  Maggie  and 
Eddv  I  telephoned  to  trace  the  telephone  number  of  the 
girl  who  I  used  to  babysit  in  Princeton  in  1967-68.  I  got 
the  number  from  the  directory  enquiry.  But  she  was  out 
on  vacation.  The  recorded  message  gave  me  her 
husband's  number.  His  phone  too  had  a  recorded  voice 
telling  me  to  leave  the  message.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  playing  the  trick  which  some  Americans  do. 

Once  it  surprised  me.  The  moment  I  started 
dictating  my  message  the  recorded  voice  instantly  became 
alive  and  asked,  "Is  it  you,  Bishop."  I  was  confused. 
I  said,  "You  are  not  supposed  to  be  in  your  home." 
I  understood  then  that  some  people  want  to  avoid 
undesirable  and  cantakerous  characters.  They  pick  and 
choose  after  they  hear  the  voice  of  the  caller.  This  may 
help  to  avoid  threatening  calls. 

Purposely  I  avoided  mentioning  here  the  name  of  the 
girl  I  used  to  babysit  in  Princeton.  She  made  it  to 
Hollywood.  I  do  not  think  that  she  is  a  real  celebrity. 
If  so,  I  would  not  have  succeeded  even  talking  to  her 
recorded  voice.  Her  telephone  number  would  have  been 
unlisted  and  the  operator  at  the  telephone  enquiry  would 
have  told  me,  "Sorry,  I  can't  help  you.  Her  number  is 
unlisted."  That  means  confidential. 

The  6-year-old  girl  was  one  of  the  four  children  (one 
boy  and  3  girls)  of  a  visiting  Professor  in  Princeton  who 
now  lives  in  Washington  D.  C.  When  I  was  leaving 

Princeton  on  13  September  68  for  my  consecration  in 
Bagdad  she  asked  me,  "Will  you  sit  for  us  after  you 

become  bishop?"  My  reply  was  "I  will  sit  for  you  if  our 

Church  allows  it."  After  becoming  a  bishop  I  have 
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handled  with  care  many  babies  while  baptising  ar 
keeping  my  contacts  with  children  of  the  Sunday  schoo 
which  incidentally  are  named  "Mar  Aprem  Sunday  School, 
many  years  before  I  was  born. 

Church  in  Moscow 

Mar  Geevarghese  Sliva,  Metropolitan  of  Iraq  who  h£ 
the  additional  charge  of  Russia  and  the  former  Sovii 
States,  reported  that  the  construction  of  our  Church  i 
Moscow  was  nearly  complete.  At  present  we  are  conduci 
ing  communion 'service  in  the  Church  belonging  to  th 
Russian  Orthodox  Church.  It  must  be  stated  to  th 
credit  of  that  60-million-strong  Russian  Orthodox  Churc 
under  Patriarch  Alexi  of  Moscow  to  allow  the  use  of  the 
Church  to  the  Assyrian  Church  which  is  not  officiall 
accepted  as  an  Orthodox  Church. 

When  I  asked  Mar  Geevarghese  Metropolitan  how  h 
managed  to  get  funds  for  the  construction  of  our  Churc! 
he  said  that  one  businessman  of  our  Assyrian  communit 
in  Russia  donated  the  land.  There  are  four  or  five  ric 
people  in  our  Assyrian  community. 

Michael  Gorbachev,  the  last  President  of  th 
U.  S.  S.  R.,  is  taking  interest  for  the  construction  of 
Church  for  his  Russian  Orthodox  faith.  He  donated  2 
million  roubles  for  the  construction  of  Holy  Virgin  c 
Kazan  Church  in  his  own  village  PRIVOLNOYE.  Th 
construction  of  this  Church  had  begun  some  years  ago  bi 
could  not  be  completed  owing  to  lack  of  money.  Bi 
Gorbachev  took  personal  interest  to  complete  th 
construction. 
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Recently  there  was  a  strong  move  in  Russia  to  ban 
new  cults  with  foreign  funds  working  in  Russia.  The 
Duma  (Parliament)  of  Russia  had  decided  to  ban  new 
religious^groups.  Although  the  Russ:an  Orthodox  Church 
and  the  former  communists  had  joined  hands  to  get  the 
new  bill  passed  in  both  the  chambers  of  the  Russian 
Parliament  America  put  pressure  on  President  Boris 
Yeltsin  of  Russia  to  veto  Duma's  decision.  It  is  stated  in 
newspapers  that  the  U.  S.  Congress  on  17  July  1997 
warned  Yeltsin  that  all  American  aid  to  Russia  would  be 
withheld  if  he  gave  assent  to  the  legislation  banning  new 
religious  groups.  Therefore  for  the  time  being  many 
Protestant  Churches  and  para  Churches  may  be  able  to 
function  in  Russia. 

One  religious  dignitory  in  Moscow  told  me  in  1992 
that  Russia  is  for  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  only.  They 
do  not  want  Protestants  from  America  or  Catholics  from 
Rome  to  interfere  in  their  religious  ethos  of  several 
centuries. 

Our  Church  will  not  be  considered  a  problem  in 
Russia.  Because  we  have  no  intention  of  converting 
the  Russians  into  our  Church.  We  are  serving  only  our 
Assyrian  people  who  happened  to  live  in  Russian  territory 
from  the  beginning  of  this  century. 

It  was  interesting  to  meet  Mar  Geevarghese  Metro¬ 
politan  and  discuss  about  our  Church  in  Moscow  as  well 

as  in  China  where  he  had  recently  visited.  As  our  Church 
was  the  first  to  go  to  China  way  back  in  635  A.  D.  by 

Alopen  I  was  interested  to  know  more  about  it,  Now 
our  Church  has  no  members  in  China.  But  historical 
monuments  are  there. 
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Universal  Studios 

I  usually  do  not  watch  movies.  Although  I  do  nc 
have  TV  in  the  Metropolitan's  Palace  where  I  liv< 
occasionally  when  I  travel  I  may  get  time  to  watch 
little  bit  of  movie  or  show  business.  I  know  of  Hollywoo 
mainly  from  newspapers  and  magazines  I  read. 

Bollywood  is  the  name  used  for  Bombay  which  is  th 
movie  capital  of  India.  New  Delhi  is  capital  of  Indie 
But  nobody  makes  movies  there.  Bombay  and  Madra 
are  two  places,  where  most  of  the  movies  are  made 
Bombay  has  changed  its  name  to  Mumbai  but  nobod 
has  coined  a  word  Mullywood.  Similarly  Madras  city  i 
renamed  Chennai.  Still  there  is  no  word  like  Chellywooc 

I  am  surprised  at  the  money  people  spent  for  movies 
The  real  Hollywood  movies  have  great  attraction.  India 
movies  have  very  strict  censorship.  Hence  some  peopl 
get  greater  excitement  when  they  watch  imported  stuf 
The  craze  for  Hollywood  movies  is  evident  from  th 
following  information  available  in  Indian  Express  dail 
dated  17  Sept.  1997. 

The  Lost  World  a  Hollywood  movie  made  Rs.  6 
million  in  the  opening  week  in  India.  It  was  released  o 
Sept.  5,  1997  in  English,  Hindi,  Tamil  and  Telugu  wit 
190  prints.  It  broke  the  1994  record  of  Jurassic  Par 
which  was  Rs.  37  million.  Indians  have  money  to  spenc 
Watching  movies  is  a  favourite  pastime.  The  long  queue 
of  people  in  front  of  cinema  houses  will  block  the  traffic 
When  a  show  is  over  the  people  who  walk  out  of  a  cinem 
theater  often  causes  traffic  jams. 
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For  a  long  time  friends  have  been  telling  me  that  it  is 
worth  visiting  the  Universal  Studios  in  Hollywood.  $36  is 

the  entrance  fee  for  one  person.  Therefore  I  hesitated.  I 
always  convert  dollars  in  mind  to  Indian  rupees.  Miki 
had  a  15%  discount  card.  Still  it  is  about  $30. 

It  is  more  than  Rs.  1,000  and  for  two  people  it  is 
Rs.  2,000.  I  did  not  want  my  niece  Miki  to  spend  such 
an  amount.  Since  she  was  born  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  she  did 
not  think  that  it  was  that  big  an  amount.  When  I  was 
studying  in  the  U.  S.  A.  (1966-68)  I  didn't  try  for  a  green 
card,  so  that  no  permission  to  work. 

For  those  like  me  who  did  not  work  or  earn  in  the 
U.  S.  A.  a  dollar  is  really  Rs.  36.  But  those  Indians  who 
work  in  the  U.  S.  A.  say  dollar  may  not  look  like  36,  but 
only  3  or  2.  If  a  priest  in  the  U.  S.  A.  is  getting 
dollar  3,000  a  month,  it  is  as  good  as  Rs.  6,000  in  India. 
Of  course  a  priest's  salary  is  not  a  comfortable  salary. 
99%  of  the  priests  in  India  cannot  afford  a  car. 

There  were  thousands  of  people  queuing  up  at  the 

entrance  of  the  Universal  Studios.  It  took  about  45 

¥ 

minutes  to  get  in.  Even  after  getting  in  the  grounds  there 
were  long  queues  at  the  entrance  of  different  shows. 
One  cannot  see  all  the  programmes  in  less  than  four 
hours.  I  wanted  to  reach  our  Church  before  the  evening 
prayer  (Ramsha).  So  I  had  to  choose  only  some  of  the 
shows  and  rush  through  it. 

It  is  not  inside  the  rooms  the  tourists  are  taken.  We 
are  watching  outside  settings.  How  artificial  floods, 
thunder  and  similar  tricks  are  shown  to  make  us  believe 
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that  it  is  real.  One  has  to  go  through  it  to  realize  hov 
they  create  such  things  like  guerrilas  attacking  trains  etc 

In  the  sets  of  some  western  movies  two  real  people 
came  and  one  cowboy  shot  his  opponent  with  somesort  o 
bullets.  The  man  fell  down  from  the  top  of  the  building 
He  got  up  after  two  minutes  before  the  next  train  ol 
tourists  reached  the  spot,  ready  to  be  shot  again. 

Computer 

Many  well  wishers  of  mine  asked  me  whether  I  wrote 
all  my  books  with  the  help  of  the  computers.  It  is  not  a 
luxury  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Most  people  use  computers.  Even 
small  children  in  elementary  schools  use  it.  When  I  told 
them  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  use  a  computer,  it  was 
news  to  them. 

The  readers  should  not  form  a  wrong  notion  that 
computer  is  unknown  in  India.  There  are  four  computers 
for  every  thousand  in  India.  Not  only  banks  but  even 
the  railway  clerks  and  post  offices  began  to  use  computers 
in  India. 

India  has  joined  the  select  club  of  six  advanced 
countries  with  the  making  of  the  countries  first  super 
computer -Para/??.  This  super  computer  is  designed  by 
the  Centre  for  Development  of  Advanced  Computing 
(C-DAC)  at  Pune  near  Bombay  (now  known  as  Mumbai). 
It  has  a  peak  power  of  1  Gigaflop.  It  has  an  array  of 
applications.  We  can  do  modelling  of  oil  reservoir  or 
molecular  modelling  for  drug  and  chemical  design  of  new 
materials  or  such  amazing  things  which  my  ordinary  mind 
cannot  comprehend  even  at  my  wildest  imagination. 
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News  about  India 

i 

Whether  on  T.  V.  or  the  daily  newspapers  very  little 
coverage  is  on  India.  The  Indians  living  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
have  started  on  their  own  newspapers  for  knowing  what 
is  happening  in  India.  There  are  several  newspapers  in 
our  mother  tongue  Malayalam  which  collects  news 
through  E  Mail  and  other  sources  and  print  small 
Malayalam  newspapers  or  weeklies.  That  is  a  reliable 
source  for  knowing  what  is  happening  in  our  homeland. 
Since  I  was  moving  among  the  Assyrians  rather  than  my 
compatriots  from  India  I  heard  very  little  about  India. 

Gianni  Versace 

When  I  was  in  California  the  mega  news  was  the 
shooting  of  the  Italian  fashion  designer  Gianni  Versace. 
When  my  brother  was  driving  me  in  his  car  from  the 
airport  in  Santa  Barbara  the  news  on  the  radio  was  that 
the  police  was  working  hard  to  trace  the  suspected  killer 
Andrew  Cunanan  whose  father  lives  in  Manila,  Philippines. 
Cunanan  went  to  school  at  the  Tony  Bishop's  school  in 
La  Jolla  in  the  neighbourhood  of  San  Diego. 

Although  police  could  not  arrest  him,  Cunanan 
committed  suicide.  The  NEWS  WEEK  dated  July  28/ 
1997  published  from  New  York  which  is  circulated  by  the 
Public  Library,  Trichur  has  a  lot  of  space  given  not  only 
to  Gianni  Versace,  the  billionaire  fashion  businessman, 
butalsoon  thegigilo  named  Cunanan  who  was  absconding 
at  that  time. 

Despite  the  massive  manhunt  by  the  police  all  over 
the  U.  S.  A.  they  could  not  trace  him.  Even  if  the  world 
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discovers  electronic  gadgets  and  mobile  phones  whicf 
should  help  catching  the  culprits  the  crimes  are  increasing 

Culprits  are  avoiding  arrests  knowing  better  techniques 
of  hiding  and  travelling  disguised. 

Many  mourned  the  death  of  Versace.  Although 
ordinary  people  (that  include  the  present  writer)  couldn't 
pronounce  his  name  properly  and  spell  his  name  correctly 
he  was  the  talk  of  all  Americans  for  several  days. 

S900  million  was  the  calculated  worth  of  his  fashion 
designing  empire.  His  clients  included  Princess  Diana. 
When  people  do  not  have  enough  to  possess  a  piece  of 
cloth  to  cover  his  or  her  nakedness,  people  revel  in 
luxury  about  the  designs  of  the  clothe  they  are  wearing. 
Often  it  goes  shorter  and  shorter.  When  the  world 

progresses  more.  Eve's  leaf  may  become  the  ultimate  word 
in  the  latest  fashion. 

Since  Cunanan  has  committed  suicide  I  hope  that 

the  American  public  does  not  have  to  watch  their  TV  to 

decide  the  crime  of  Cunanan  as  they  debated  whether 

0.  J.  Simpson  had  actually  murdered  his  former  wife  and 
her  friend. 


T.  V.  News 


One  important  news  I  watched  on  T.  V.  was  Mike 
Tyson  biting  the  ear  of  his  opponent  in  a  boxing.  Of  course 
ear-biting  has  become  news  in  India  tco.  The  Indian 
Express  dated  August  12,  1997.  P.10  has  an  article 
captioned  Clash  of  The  Tysons  with  another  title  Politics 

lTJ::rdite,d  •  R?ferring  to  the  periods  of  infighting 
and  crises  in  Indian  politics,  Shekhar  Gupta  compares. 
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POlitS'S trikind  °<  «*  the  Janatha  Da, 
inf  ghljng  and  c“«  °r0nlVd“rin9  P0r'ods  of 
described  Deva  Gowda  rT  emdlte  party  •uminary 

tje  Mike  TVson  of  SnS,^?^  « 

shall  bite  your  ear  off."  P  *  S  ‘  f  can  1  win-  I 


Hope  many  people  will 
3-  J.  Simpson 


not  9°  Tyson  way. 


0-  J-  Sim pson  too  was  on  t  \/ 
ur,ng  my  1995  and  1996  v/kitc  c  V*  screens  as  h©  was 

-  ,994 ,  rT.*:'‘"g  ^  visiu° 

heering  of  the  people  in  the  streets  of  °  AUnprfcede"ted 
Ie  police  chased  0  J  Q,-m  Los  ^n9eles  when 

PMer  of  hie  Zi  „ ,f  T°"  m°  *rr,S'  hlm  •>» 

ime  makes  news  even  af,e,  3  y°£s  Ho  h6""™  'ha'  hiS 
dollars  are  lost  for  the  exnPnJ  •  H  many  bi,l'ons 
urs  the  American  dpooi  P  S  u  Pnme  time  on  1  v  and 
3uess  even  mil  ££ s  IT  ^  **  ^  the  T  V 
crosoft,  w  II  be  apnalleH  if  h  COmput er  bi'honaire  0f 
allossofthe  LTof  ,  SC°mpUterS  ca,culate  the 

t  this  one  murder  Pe°P  '  C°UrtS'  media  and^ch  on 

It gi ous  Channel 

Xtus  S^-bTp 

^  Tr J:r  ::Ers 

st  say  most  of  thn  *■  lrness  to  the  sponsors 
Y  °f  the  donatlons  received  as  a  result  of 
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these  T  V  appeals  are  ^as'fh™  when  some 

0,  such  preO-am-M*.  Jang9lis,s  made  money  bysucf 

ssrsu  « <*«  98,is,s- 


But  now  thete  a,e 

accountability  of  such  pu  ,  ab0„,  religions  raisin 

taxmen  in  the  U.  S.  A.  are  9  ^  wbat  is  Caesar , 

funds.  We  should  re"  name.  There  are  many  htt 
even  if  it  is  raised  in  revelling  in  money  ar 

gods  or  godmen  even  in  '"^J^^Jniance.  Mar 
luxury.  „  is  necessary  to  bays >  1™^”™  ,„r  powe,  a, 

inM::  save  us  Horn  such  godmen. 


Return  to  India 


*  — 

After  midnight  of  th®  was  only  1 

Lh“,sASS  m  hours  it  took  on  my  non;s,„P  lb 
horn  Seoul  t. .  Chicago^  TlreJ^  moI„,„g  of  ! 
late  to  take  Off.  Henc  ,  .  off  After  a  few  hr 

Monday  when  we  actual  ,y  jj^  ^  Japan  it  bee; 

when  our  plane  crosse  the  conn 

22nd  Tuesday.  Without  much  delay  w 

ing  flight  to  Bombay. 


°" ,he  wwatch  bee 

r,hese  .;;.  weeks  my  watch  was  on  Indian  time  onl 
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Saraspiedo.  Syria.  Mar  Aprem  is  seated  between 

of  New  Britain,  Connecticut,  « 

mpmorv  of  Officer  Dinkha.  October  19^6 


in 


Photo  next  page 


Tell  Tamar,  in  Syria.  Mar  Aprem  with  clergy. 

October  1996. 
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Breakfast  after  Qurbana  in  the  St,  Marys  Assyrian  Church 
Hanwell  near  Ealing,  London  2  March  1997. 
Archdeacon  Yonan  Y.  Yonan  and  Rev.  Esthapanose  Turka 
(Vicar)  on  either  side  of  Mar  Aprem. 


Mar  Aprem  with  the  Assyrian  family  of  Eshaya  Chemmc 
Ramson,  son  of  Fr.  William  Yakob  of  Gotheburg, 
Sweden  is  seen  on  the  right  end. 
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The  sister  of  Mar  Aprem  (Sushela)  and  her  husband 
Dr.  N.  V.  George  of  Rugby  seated  with  Mar  Aprem  after  the 
jreakfast  in  the  Assyrian  Club,  Ealing.  Standing  behind  are 
neir  children  Teresa,  Verghese  George  and  Dr.  Sheena  George 


hristopher  and  Jenni  adopted  by  Sigfried  &  Merlene  Mulfer 
in  Bonn,  Germany.  Seen  with  their  mouth  organ  teacher 

Mrs.  Freilunghaus  during  Mar  Aprem's  visit  to 
Bonn  on  6  March  1997. 
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